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Key features of Successful transitions 

➢Develop new friendships, boost self esteem and confidence

➢Settle well into school life so parents have minimal concerns

➢Show an increased interest in school and work

➢Adjust to new routines and school organisation with greater 
ease

➢Experience curriculum continuity

(Research Report DCSF-RR019)



Partnership with parents/carers

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjWwYy1tJviAhUHDWMBHde4C3oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Freliableacademy.com%2Fen%2Fmpsc-update%2Fbank-ssc-rly-update%2Fquantitative-aptitude%2Fpartnership&psig=AOvVaw3IuTZPF5AlDgwc7mLZMSrI&ust=1557936626070982




Empowering 
pupils through 

information 

Introducing 
New People

Introducing a 
New 

Environment 

Hearing the 
Pupil’s Voice







People: Who?

➢Ensure the child or young 
person has opportunities to 
meet the key person/team 
that will be supporting them

➢Begin building a relationship 
with key adults

➢New setting’s key adults to 
visit in young person’s familiar 
setting

➢Take pictures for inclusion in a 
booklet

➢Include pictures of other key 
people

➢Share with parents/carers



Where?



Same and Different





Environment: Where?

➢Develop familiarity with the 
new building for children 
moving from KS1 to KS2

➢Make the experience concrete 
with visits, photos, videos, 
maps, and pupil reflections

➢Build positive associations 
through strategic visits

➢Highlight key places based on 
needs: toilets, quiet places, 
lunch room, entrances/exits, 
places of personal interest eg
sensory room, equipment area 
outside.



Environment: sensory sensitivities

➢Support pupil with visits 
to new environments 
prior to teaching: new 
classroom, new play 
areas, music rooms

➢Consider a sensory audit 
and update pupil 
passport/profile



Partnership with 
parents/carers



Time concepts: When? 

➢Complete 
timeline/calendar with 
pupil

➢Include important dates 
relevant to pupil

➢Concepts of present, 
past and future

➢Share planned visits to 
new setting 

➢Start date in new setting



Social relationships



Summary:
A few ways you can be supporting your child to have a 
successful transition to their new class or school

✓Lots of positive talking about moving up

✓Talk about things that are going to be the same and celebrate the new and exciting 
things that may be different. 

✓Ask children about what they like about their new teacher and new classroom.  Talk 
about who will be there to help them in September.

✓Talk about the new routine for where they will be dropped off in September – for 
example – show them where the gate is…

✓Look at the new photos over the Summer

✓Arrange play dates over the Summer with children in their class

✓Use Emotion Coaching strategies for supporting children to label how they are 
feeling when they are talking about the move to their new classes.  Reassure validate 
their feeling when talking to them.  ‘I wonder if you are feeling … because….   It is ok 
to feel…   I feel like that when….’


