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1. About This Report  
 

 
The Children and Families Act 2014 says that all maintained schools must publish a Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) Information Report every year. This report explains how our school meets the needs of children with special 
educational needs. It is published on our school website along with a shorter, interactive PowerPoint version. 
  
In the report, we explain how we meet our duties towards children with special educational needs and disabilities. 
It is also the information we provide to the East Sussex local offer which details the support available for children 
and young people with special educational needs and disabilities in East Sussex.  
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/localoffer 
 
Whilst reviewing this report, we invited parents to join us.  This reviewed report has taken into account the views 
of parents and our SEND Governor, James Pratt.  Please do refer to the Glossary on page 12 for explanations 
of terms or acronyms used in the report.  All information in BOLD throughout the report is referenced in the 
glossary.  
 
We will review this report every year and will continue to involve children and parents, by providing opportunities 
to give verbal or written feedback on the effectiveness of our provision.  If you would like to give us your views 
about the report, please contact the school office.  
 

Stephen Byrne 
Chair of Governing Body          Date: January 2026 
 
 

2.Who Should I Contact? 
 

 
If you are thinking of applying for a place, please contact the school office: 01323 737221 
 
If your child is already at the school, you should talk to your child’s class teacher, in the first instance. 
 
The Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENDCOs) are responsible for managing and co-ordinating the 
support for children with special educational needs, including those who have Education Health and Care (EHC) 
plans. They also provide professional guidance to school staff and work closely with parents and other services 
that provide for children in the school.  

 
SENDCO Name: Mrs Helen French  (KS2)  
Tel: 01323 737221  
Email: hfrench@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk  

 
 

                

 
 
 

SENDCO Name: Mrs Michelle Grayson (KS1/ Early Years)     
Tel: 01323 737221   
Email: mgrayson@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/localoffer
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3.Which Children Does the School Provide For? 
  

 
We are a voluntary aided Catholic Primary School. We admit pupils from age 4 to 11.  

Mission Statement    
 
We, at St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School, affirm the Catholic ethos 
by fostering and developing the faith communities of our schools, parishes and 
home.  
 
We are an inclusive school. This means we provide for children with all types of 
special educational needs. 
 
If you would like a place for a child who has an Education, Health and Care plan, 
contact your Assessment and Planning Officer at East Sussex County Council.  
 
If you would like a place for any other child with special educational needs, you 
should apply as normal and your application will be considered in the same way 
as applications from children without special educational needs.  
 
 
 

 
Please see: 

 School Website: 
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/admis
sions   

 East Sussex School Admissions:  https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/admissions 

 East Sussex Local Offer:  https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/ 

 Contact Information for Families for admissions advice 0300 330 9472 
 
 

4. Summary: How Will the School Aim to Meet the Needs of the  
   Children with SEND? 

 
We are committed to meeting the needs of children with SEND. In line with our duties under the Children and 
Families Act 2014, and the Equalities Act 2010.   
 
We set high expectations for all pupils whatever their prior attainment. We use assessment for learning (AFL) to 
set targets which are deliberately ambitious. We deliver high quality first teaching that is adapted and 
personalised and meets the individual needs of the majority of children. Some children need educational provision 
that is additional to or different from this and we use our best endeavours to ensure that such provision is made 
for those who need it.  
 
Approximately 12% of the children who currently attend the school are accessing SEN Support.  

 

5.How Does the School Identify and Assess  
   Children’s Special Educational Needs?  

 
We aim to identify children’s special educational needs (SEN) as early as possible, so that the child achieves the 
best possible outcomes. 
 
A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision. That is provision 
which is different from or additional to that which is ‘universally’ available to pupils of the same age.  
 
Children may have one or more broad areas of special educational need: 

 Communication and interaction – including speech and language difficulties and autism. 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/admissions
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/admissions
https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/admissions
https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/
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 Cognition and learning – including developmental delay and specific learning difficulties such as 
dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia. 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties – including difficulties with behaviour, attention deficit 
hyperactive disorder, an attachment disorder or anxiety.  

 Sensory and/or physical needs- including visual and hearing impairment, dyspraxia, cerebral palsy and 
other physical disabilities or medical conditions which affect a child’s learning.   

 

Identifying and assessing pupils with SEND   

  
Children may be identified as having SEN through a variety of ways including the following:   

• Some children start school with a diagnosis or with some specialist support.   

• Concerns raised by parents or carers/ the child/ the teacher   

• Discussions following the completion, by the class teacher/SENDCO of an Initial Concerns Form. 

• Some children’s need will be identified through assessment tracking systems, testing and day to day 

observation by the class teacher or SENDCO or through termly Pupil Progress Meetings with teachers.   

These children may have needs which can be met through adapted and/or high quality first teaching, 

reasonable adjustments, small group work (such as Maths or English Intervention) and/or 1:1 support, such 

as targeted phonics support (Read Write Inc).   

• Screening and assessment tools such as Language link, Speech Link and Boxall profile (to help identify 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs), DST-2 (Dyslexia Screening Test), COLIN (Communication and 

Learning Information to gather information about behaviour and language and literacy), RWI (Read Write Inc) 

phonics assessments, NTS (National Test-style Standardised). 

• Child performing significantly below age expected levels or progress is significantly slower than expected   

• Liaison with previous nursery/school settings   

• Liaison with external agencies (such as Speech and Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, CLASS 

or TASS)   

• Assessments undertaken in school by external agencies or Medical assessments.   

• The SENDCOs analyse termly assessment data alongside the assessment coordinator to identify pupils who 

are not meeting their targets. ‘Closing the Gap’ between SEN children and other children is also looked at.  

 

SENDCOs are supported by resources provided by East Sussex County Council through the SEN Matrix 
(https://www.eastsussexmatrix.co.uk/) and Identification of pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities  
Guidance (See guidance from August 2023, SEN Practice and Standards Team).  
 
It is worth noting that slow progress and low attainment do not necessarily mean that a child has SEND. Equally, 
attainment in line with chronological age does not necessarily mean that there is no learning difficulty or disability. 
 
Also, difficulties related solely to limitations in English as an additional language are not SEN. Likewise, persistent 

disruptive or withdrawn behaviours do not necessarily mean that a child has SEN.  

Levels of Need  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Targeted 

Specialist 

Targeted:  Both the school and your child may 
need specialised support in order for your child 
to make their best possible progress.  This may 
be from an outside agency such as CLASS.  

Specialist:   This support is available for 
children whose learning needs are severe, 
complex and lifelong. They will have an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 

Universal 

Universal:  Your child’s needs are met through high 
quality practice and adaptations in the classroom.  
Children may still receive some additional support 
through small intervention groups.   

https://www.eastsussexmatrix.co.uk/
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Identifying Needs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) / Additional Needs Plans (ANPs) 
 
This is used when, despite the appropriate Universal support, a child continues to make little or no progress, or 
continues to work at levels considerably below those of their peers.  
 
We are alert to emerging difficulties and respond early. For some children, SEND can be identified at an early 
age. However, for other children difficulties become evident only as they develop.   Many of these children may 
have complex SEND and may already be receiving support from other agencies.  
 
Staff are trained and experienced to recognise barriers to learning and if they have concerns, they will speak to 
parents and the SENDCO, so that further investigation and assessment can take place. Teaching staff may also 
complete an Initial Concerns Form to gather information and consider next steps.  
 
We recognise that parents know their children best and so we listen and show understanding when parents 
express concerns about their child’s development. We also listen and address any concerns raised by children 
themselves. 
 
See further details about the Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) process in section 12. 
 

Education, Health and Care Plans (ECHPs) 
 
Where, despite taking relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess and meet the special educational needs 
of the child, the child has not made expected progress, consideration will be given to requesting an Education, 
Health and Care assessment. This request can be made by the school or by parents.  
 
In considering whether an EHC needs assessment is necessary the Local Authority will consider the evidence of 
the action already being taken by the school to meet the child’s special educational needs. An EHC needs request 
or assessment will not always lead to an EHC plan.  
 
The purpose of an EHC plan is to make special educational provision to meet the special educational needs of 
the child, to secure improved outcomes for them across education, health and social care and, as they get older, 
prepare them for adulthood. The EHC plan also specifies the arrangements for setting shorter term targets at 
school level. This is reviewed annually with parents (or every 6 months, in the case of a child attending in 
Reception). 
 

A potential SEND 
need is identified 
by parent/carer, 
school staff or 

external agency. 
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Please see: 

 East Sussex Czone EHCPs:  https://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/inclusion-and-send/ehcps/request/  

 East Sussex Local Offer:  https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/ 

 AMAZE SENDIASS Explains EHCPs   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzVHoXpIU4c  

 AMAZE SENDIASS Explains Annual Reviews    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-ITLu4g0oA  
 
Other Plans: 
 
Personal Education Plan:   If the child is looked after by the local authority they will also have an Additional 
Needs Plan (ANP), incorporating a Personal Education Plan (PEP). 

 
Health Care Plan:  If the child has a diagnosed Medical Condition that requires adjustments or treatments at 
school, they will have an Individual Health Care Plan on our Medicaltracker system. See Medical Conditions 
Policy on our school website: 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinforma
tion/policies  
 
Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan:   For some children with additional needs it is necessary for a Personal 
Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP) to be written.  This informs staff working with those children that there is a 
specific plan to follow during an emergency such as a fire alarm or lockdown. 
 
In the case of a child having more than one care/support plan, we will co-ordinate these plans and will involve 
parents and carers as well as foster carers or social workers in discussions. 

 

6. How Does the School Teach and Support Children with SEN? 
Children’s Special Educational Needs?  

 
Please refer to the Levels of Need in section 5.  
 
Universal Support:  We are an inclusive school that welcomes and celebrates diversity. We aim for all pupils to 

be included in our curriculum and will provide the necessary support to ensure that this is successful.  A 

document titled ‘Universally Available Provision’ has been produced by East Sussex and is available via the 

SEND section of our school website. (this document is currently being updated by East Sussex). 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen   

This document outlines the provision that should be available to all children, so they can thrive in our school.  

Universal Support is also outlined in our SEN Newsletter Jan 2026 Vol: 23 Available on our school website.  

Universal / Targeted / Specialist Support:  Children may access 1:1 or small group support, (both in and out of 
class) specific intervention programmes or the use of specialist equipment and resources. All our staff are trained 
to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ according to the needs of children in their class. In all classes, adjustments are 
made for children to ensure that they can access the curriculum at their own level and make progress.  
 
Some examples of reasonable adjustments (adaptations to the curriculum or learning environment) may be: 
 

 Pre teaching of vocabulary, 
 Visual or multi-sensory resources 
 Access to ICT devices e.g. laptop, ipad 
 Use of the disabled toilet. 
 Use of Widget symbols to support written information. 
 Movement breaks. 
 Processing time. 
 Specialist equipment e.g. cross guard pencil grip, writing slope, fiddle toy, seating cushion, 
 Coloured overlay for reading. 

 
All pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. In the details of the curriculum provided each year, 
we include how it has been adapted or made accessible for pupils with SEND or additional needs. Lessons are 
planned to address potential areas of difficulty and to remove barriers to pupil achievement.  
 

https://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/inclusion-and-send/ehcps/request/
https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzVHoXpIU4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-ITLu4g0oA
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinformation/policies
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinformation/policies
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen
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Details about the curriculum we offer can be found on our website: 
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/curriculuminformat
ion 
 
All children in Early Years complete the Reception Baseline Assessment and they screened using the ‘Language 
Link’ programme within the first two terms. This is a tool that gives staff the ability to test for developmental 
language delays and put in place support where necessary. It can also identify children with more complex 
difficulties who require input from a Speech and Language Therapist. Support is also put in place through the 
‘Early intervention Timetable.’ This involves delivering support for small groups in areas such as numeracy, 
reading/phonics, social skills, fine motor skills, listening games, speech and language as well as 1:1 support for 
pupils with significant needs. 

 
Class teaching assistants have received specific training to deliver group and 1:1 interventions including Speech 
and Language work such as Speechlink, Lego therapy and other interventions listed below. Training is provided 
throughout the year to support teachers in addressing specific areas of SEND, depending on the need. High 
Quality Teaching is expected from all staff and is the first step in responding to your child’s needs.  This is 
supported through regular training and updates. The quality of provision is then observed, monitored and 
challenged and forms part of the performance management process. 
 
See also Staff Training – section 11. 
 

Activities and interventions available to children across the school: 
 Lego Therapy 
 Jump Ahead  
 Additional 1:1 reading 
 1:1 Read Write Inc phonics 
 Talkabout 
 Sensory Circuits 
 Language Link 

 Speech Link 
 Colourful semantics  
 Zones of Regulation 
 Pre teaching of vocabulary            
 Language for Thinking 
 Therapy dog provided through the 

Canine Concern charity 

 Use of Widgit visual resources  
 Fresh Start reading intervention 
 Booster groups 
 

 

 
We are well supported by external agencies, including Communication, Language and Autism Support 
Service (CLASS), English as an Additional Language Service (EALS), Children’s Integrated Therapy and 
Equipment Services (CITES); speech and language therapy, occupational therapy, physiotherapy, 
Inclusion Advisors, Attendance Support team, Community Paediatricians, School Health service and 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) who provide advice as appropriate. The Educational 
Psychology Service (EPS) is a traded service and is used on a consultancy basis to support the maximum 
number of pupils. The school is not able to commission educational psychology assessments for individuals. 
Where a referral is made to an external agency, or they request further information about a child, school staff will 
provide this, either alongside parents, or with a peer review where appropriate. 

     

7. How Will the Curriculum and Learning Environments  
     be Matched to the Child’s Needs?   

 
Your child’s teacher is responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all the pupils in their 
class.   High-quality teaching is our first step in responding to your child’s needs. We will make sure that your child 
has access to a broad and balanced curriculum in every year they are at our school.  Teachers set individual 
targets for every child so that they are able to learn at their own pace and in their own way.    
 
Together with CLASS we have created a checklist of our expectations for each classroom in terms of Inclusive 
Practice and the Learning Environment.  These checklists are used and referred to with teachers, across the year. 
They also form part of our SEND monitoring.   In addition to this, as part of the PINS project (Partnerships for 
Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools) we audited our school environment and the outcomes of this have become 
part of our school SEND Action Plan. 
 
Our Inclusive Environment and Learning Expectations Include the following (depending on the child’s area and 
level of need): 

 
 
 
 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/curriculuminformation
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/curriculuminformation
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Area of Need Universal Support (for all) Targeted Support Specialist Support 
Communication 
and Interaction 

All staff have an 
understanding of the best 
ways to communicate with a 
child. 
Visual timetables  
Now and Next Boards 
Social stories  
Practical apparatus  
Wigit used for labelling in 
the classroom    
Key words / vocab 
displayed in the classroom. 
Information given in small 
chunks.  

Speech Link Intervention 
Language Link Intervention  
Talkabout  
Additional adult support 
One Page Profiles for 
individual children.  

Referral to CLASS, Speech 
and Language Therapy 
(CITES). 

Cognition and 
Learning  

Ensuring every child can be 
successful and they have 
the opportunity to make 
progress with planned or 
reactive adaptations.  
Writing slope  
Coloured Overlays 
Multisensory learning. 
Help Packs for all pupils.  

Curriculum adjustments 
Small group interventions 
for phonics, pre-teaching 
vocabulary, reading, writing, 
maths  
Additional adult support 
Individual workstation 

Referral to CLASS  
Referrals to Educational 
Psychology (EP) Service, 
Highly bespoke / 
personalised curriculum  
 

Social, 
Emotional and 
Mental Health 

Ensuring a positive ‘can do’ 
approach (Growth Mindset) 
Daily Meet and Greet with 
classroom staff.  
Specific praise given.  
Zones of regulation in class  
Golden Rules displayed in 
the classrooms.  
Therapeutic Behaviour 
Policy 
Emotion Coaching  
Restorative Practice 

Zones of Regulation 
Intervention 
Access to therapy dog.  
Additional adult support 
Risk assessment in plan 
and / or Therapeutic Risk 
Reduction Plan 
Soft Start  
Talkabout Intervention 
Reduced Timetables (where 
appropriate, agreed with 
parents)  
Emotionally Based School 
Avoidance (EBSA) Toolkit 

Referral to counselling or 
MHST  
Referrals to CAMHS,  
Referrals to TASS,  
Early Help Keywork  
Additional supervision 
Support from LSEAT 
outreach support workers.  
 

Sensory and 
Physical 
 

Modification of the learning 
environment to take 
account of sensory needs.  
Movement breaks  
Seating plan  
Adjustments to PE  
Sensory equipment 
available in all class 

Use of the sensory rooms.  
Fidget equipment 
Move’n’sit cushions 
Sensory circuits 
Jumpahead intervention 
Sensory Profile / toolkit. 
Sensory breaks 

Referral to CLASS or to 
OT/PT, through CITES. 
Referral to Sensory Needs 
Service. 

 
Please see our Equality policy which includes an Accessibility Plan on page 22 found on our school website: 
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/e
qualitypolicy_20230915131149025.pdf  

 
See also section 13. 

 

8. How are Parents and Carers Involved in Reviewing  
     Children’s Progress and Planning Support?  

 
 We have an open door policy and welcome communication with parents 

 Parents/carers can request a meeting at any time with the class teacher/SENDCO to discuss concerns. 

 Children’s progress is discussed at Parent Evenings (October and February), SENCOs then offer a 

bookable follow up meeting.  

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/equalitypolicy_20230915131149025.pdf
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/equalitypolicy_20230915131149025.pdf


9 
SEN Information Report 2026-2027 

 APDRs are initially discussed with parents. Parents may be asked to contribute to the ‘Child’s profile’ 

through their knowledge of his/her strengths, barriers and areas for development.  

 APDRs are shared with parents on a termly basis.  Parents are invited to complete and return a feedback 
attached to the APDR. 

 Reports from external professionals are shared with parents when they are received. 
 Parent Voice Questionnaire sent out to parents annually.  
 Parent Communication Form – to share information/ concerns with school staff and request follow-up 

response.  
 Transition support is shared with parents and they are invited to provide information to support the process. 
 EHCP co-production meetings are encouraged to take place between the LA, school and parents to look at 

the draft before it is finalised.  
 EHCPs are used to actively monitor children’s progress towards their outcomes and longer term aspirations. 

They are reviewed as a minimum every 12 months (6 monthly when in Reception). Reviews will be 
undertaken in partnership with the child and their parents, and will take account of their views, wishes and 
feelings.  

 SEND newsletter is sent out to all parents and published on our website six times a year. 
 SEND coffee mornings and drop in sessions regularly offered throughout the year. 

 

9. How are Children Involved in Reviewing their Progress  
     and Planning Support?  

 
We are committed to involving children with SEND in decisions about their learning.  We will: 
 
 Have regard to the views, wishes and feelings of children through the use of ‘Pupil Voice’. 
 Provide children with the information and support necessary to enable full participation in decision making.  

This may be in the form of written or visual support to ensure it is accessible. 
 Support children to further their development and help them achieve the best possible educational and other 

outcomes, preparing them effectively for adulthood. 
 Support children with restorative conversations and use of Emotion Coaching, listening to the child’s views 

whilst supporting them to regulate their emotions and problem solve.  

 
Some of the ways children can contribute their views/feelings: 

 Self-assessment 
 Class Circle times 
 Worry Box/Suggestions box or similar in class 
 Big Questions  

 School Council 
 Pupil Conferencing 
 Pupil Voice  
 Annual reviews ( EHCPs only) 

 

10. How Does the School Prepare and Support Children to  
      Transfer to a New School /College or the Next Stage of  
      Education and Life?  
 
We are committed to supporting children towards a happy and settled move on from, or into our school. 
 
During the Summer term, the SENDCO liaises with the relevant secondary schools. If appropriate, an additional 
transition programme is organised during Year 6.  All relevant paperwork is sent to the new school including 
reports, SEND support plans (APDRs) and EHC plans.  

In addition, when children move to St Thomas a Becket from other nurseries and school settings, information is 
passed to us and records are transferred accordingly. If a child with SEN is transferring from a nursery, additional 
transition meetings and settling sessions may be arranged.  We will work closely with parents and we will request 
involvement from external agencies (such as Early Years ISEND) working with the child for transition support, if 
appropriate.  

11.What SEND Training have School Staff Completed? 
 

 
We are committed to developing the ongoing expertise of our staff. We regularly and carefully review the quality 
of teaching for all pupils, including those at risk of underachievement. This includes, identifying particular patterns 
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of need in the school, reviewing, and where necessary improving, staff understanding of strategies to identify and 
support vulnerable pupils and their knowledge of the SEND most frequently encountered.  
Where interventions are required, we ensure staff have sufficient skills and knowledge to deliver the support 
effectively.  
 
The quality of teaching for pupils with SEND and the progress made by pupils, is a core part of the school’s 
performance management arrangements, appraisals and our approach to professional development for all 
teaching and support staff.  
 
All staff have access to:  
  

 an induction programme. 
 in house training on INSET days each year (not all are SEND related). 
 regular training and information for teachers during weekly staff meetings. 
 regular training and information for teaching assistants during each term. 
 Safeguarding training annually 
 first aid training every two/three years. 
 regular health and safety training. 
 continued professional development courses, mainly through the East Sussex Learning Portal.  
 training from outside agencies such as ‘Team Teach Ltd’, CLASS and TASS 
 training on medical conditions and how to respond to specific needs, delivered by trained nurses. 

 
Within the last 2 years, staff training has included: 
 

 Safeguarding 
 Quality First Teaching 
 Inclusive practice and classrooms 
 Speech and Language 
 Therapeutic Thinking 
 Zones of Regulation 
 First Aid and Epipen training (refresher) 
 Emotion Coaching 
 Boxall Profile training 
 Positive Handling (Refresher) 
 Assessment for Learning (AFL) 
 Formative Assessment (Shirley Clarke) 
 Talk for Writing 

 Gary Aubin – Inclusion Conference  
 Understanding and Reducing Anxiety 

(Shirley Clarke and Dr Angela Evans) 
 Supporting children with pro social 

behaviour and restorative practices 
 ASD, ADHD and Dyslexia 
 Using the COLIN assessment tool 

(Communication and Learning Information) 
 Team Teach – De escalation strategies 
 LSEAT – De escalation strategies  
 Creating Emotional Wellbeing Informed 

Schools (Pooky Knightsmith) 

 

 

12. How Does the School Measure how well it Teaches and  
      Supports Children with SEND?  

 
 Assessments are carried out pre and post interventions. 
 SEN learning walks (monitoring) take place by SENDCO’s and SLT to observe and evaluate the provision. 
 Scrutiny of children’s books and their work is compared to other children. 
 Termly data and information gathered from teachers and teaching assistants is reviewed. 
 Assessments from interventions are reviewed and time is given for consolidation. 
 Termly pupil progress meetings with teachers and Headteacher 
 Child and parent voice 
 Teacher assessments 
 APDR outcomes are reviewed and shared with parents in October, February and June. 

 
All children requiring interventions are discussed at Pupil Progress Meetings three times per year. Most children 
with SEND will have an ‘Assess Plan Do Review’ (APDR) form, showing the support they are receiving.  
 
Regular discussions help us to review and record what we offer every child or young person in our care.  These 
discussions also serve to embed our high expectations among staff about quality first teaching and the 
application of a personalised approach to teaching and learning. We make it a point to discuss aspirations with 
all our learners.  
 
We also talk with children and parents as part of the SEN support cycle: 
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Assess: Children are regularly assessed as part of the whole class. 
Progress is carefully tracked and monitored. Some children require more 
specific assessments to track progress in smaller steps, examples of these 
include ‘The SEND Tapestry Statements, Boxall profile or assessments 
linked to a specific intervention programme, such as ‘Language Link or 
Speech Link.’ Occasionally it may be necessary to assess children using a 
‘one-off’ formal SEND assessment for example ‘The Dyslexia Screening 
Test.’ 
 
Plan: It is primarily the responsibility of the class teacher to plan for 
interventions and inclusion techniques that any child may require within the 

class. Advice on planning can be sought from the SENDCO, from the ‘Universally Available Provision’ 
document or from the ‘Building the Foundations’ document.   
 
Children who have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCPs) also have an Assess Plan Do Review 
(APDR) to record short term provision. In addition to this, a small number of children with more complex needs 
may have a more detailed APDR with targeted outcomes, often as advised by external agencies.    
 
Do: It is recognised that Quality First Teaching enables all children with SEND to make the best progress. 
Teachers plan for individual children as part of the whole class planning process using specific techniques or 
adaptations and strategies to enable all pupils to access the learning and experience success. Targets may 
require individual and/or small group sessions, either within or outside of the classroom. Advice from relevant 
specialist services may be sought and applied. SENCOs refer to the East Sussex SEND Matrix of Need and 
Provision.   
 
Review:  Short term outcomes on the APDRs are recorded and reviewed and shared with parents 3 times a year 
(October, February and June). Children’s progress is regularly reviewed by staff as part of an ongoing process. 
During termly Pupil Progress Meetings (to discuss all pupils across the school), the progress and effectiveness of 
the strategies and interventions that have been used are discussed. In addition, meetings are held twice a year 
for children with their class teacher during Parent’s evenings.  Parents of children with ECHPs or ANPs meet with 
the SENDCO, classroom staff and external agencies, if appropriate, at least once annually.  If a strategy or 
intervention is not proving to be effective we discuss alternative provision and/or involve external agencies in 
providing advice.  For children with an EHCP, we may also request the support from Placement Support 
Services (PSS). They may observe the child, meet with parents and school, make recommendations and write 
reports.  This is with the aim to ensure a successful placement for the child within our school.  
 
Decisions about the level of need and support (see section 5) will be agreed by all those who are involved with 
your child, including you and your child. 

 
We regularly and carefully review the quality of teaching for all pupils to make sure no-one under achieves. We 
look at whether our teaching and programmes of support have made a difference. We use information systems 
to monitor the progress and development of all pupils.  This helps us to develop the use of interventions that are 
effective and to remove those that are less so.  
 
Through the School Development Plan and SEND Action Plan, we evaluate provision and use this to further 
improve our SEND offer.  
 
We send home a parent voice questionnaire every year, then summarise the results and feedback to parents. 
This information helps to inform the school development plan. 
 
We invite parents to attend our SEND Coffee Mornings which are held throughout the year.  These are both 
informal and where training / focussed discussions can take place.  
 
We also invite parents to provide feedback at meetings, through attending parent forums and through the Ofsted 
parent view website. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/  

 

13. How Accessible is the School and How Does The School  
     Arrange Equipment or Facilities Children Need?  

 
We are committed to eliminating discrimination, promoting equality of opportunity and fostering good relationships. 
Pupils with SEND and additional needs engage in the activities of the school together with those who do not have 

Assess

PlanDo

Review

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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SEND or additional needs, and are encouraged to participate fully in the life of the school and in any wider 
community activity, such as after school clubs.  
 
The school currently exists as three separate buildings, one each for EYFS/Key Stage 1, Key Stage 2 and a 
central administration block. All buildings are accessed by a shared drive.  
 
Both main school buildings have a central hall, with all rooms arranged around it. Classrooms are a good size 
and have more than one access route. 
 
There are ramps into both school buildings and the administration block. Each of these buildings has an accessible 
toilet, with room for changing facilities.  All children with physical or complex needs have a Personal Emergency 
Evacuation Plan (PEEP – see section 5) in the case of emergency. 
 
We have access to support from the Sensory Needs Service (SNS). For children with specific physical or sensory 
needs, furniture and equipment is bought or borrowed as required. 
 
We strive to ensure that the learning environment is fully accessible and inclusive for all learners (see section 7)  
 
We also have access to a service to support families with English as an Additional Language (EALS). There 
are a limited number of Bilingual support offices (BSOs) and interpreters available for parents who do not speak 
English and some letters and information have been adapted especially for parents with EAL. 
 

Please see our Equality policy which includes an Accessibility Plan on page 22 found on our school website: 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/
web/equalitypolicy_20230915131149025.pdf  
 

14.How are the Children Included in Activities with other  
     Children Including School Trips?  

 
We are committed to all pupils being included in all activities, including physical activities, extra curricular activities 
and school trips.   
 
We work with parents and pupils to listen to their views, feelings and wishes to ensure pupils with SEND engage 
fully in the life of the school and in any wider community activity.  
 
All children have access to: 
 a range of activities within school. 
 usually at least one activity outside of school annually e.g. trip to local park, beach, church, art gallery. 
 swimming classes in upper Key Stage 2. 
 a residential trip to camp in Year 6. 
 a chance to represent the school at a special event e.g. sporting event. 
 annual Advent Christmas Carols at Our Lady of Ransom church in Eastbourne.  

    
Under the Equality Act of 2010, reasonable adjustments must be made by the school to accommodate children 
with disabilities. This will be looked at on a case by case basis.  
 
Where behaviour presents as a high risk to safety, an individual risk assessment will usually be written up. This 
will focus on positive outcomes, facilitate reasonable adjustments and outline steps to be taken to help the child 
to participate and manage his/her behaviour successfully. 
 
In the case of a school trip, a reasonable adjustment may take the form of additional adult support such as a 
parent/carer accompanying the child. Exclusion from the trip, or removal from an off school site will only be used 
as a final resort, where there is a high risk to safety and where all other reasonable adjustments have been 
exhausted, as shown on the risk assessment.  

 
Please see our Equality Policy and Therapeutic Behaviour Policy on the website: 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinforma
tion/policies  
 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/equalitypolicy_20230915131149025.pdf
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/equalitypolicy_20230915131149025.pdf
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinformation/policies
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinformation/policies
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15.What Support is there for Children’s Overall Well-being  
     and their Emotional, Mental and Social Development?  

 

The school provides a warm, safe and empathetic ethos where children have the confidence to share their 

concerns with staff, and know that they will be addressed, in order to support their emotional wellbeing.  This 

enables children to learn within a relaxed and secure atmosphere.   

All staff appreciate the importance of high self-esteem and resilience in order to achieve positive wellbeing. All 

pupils take part in a planned RSHE curriculum but additional social skills groups are also facilitated.  In Early 

Years children are introduced to the characters from the ‘Inside Out’ film which links well to our Zones of 

Regulation.  All year groups are taught the vocabulary and skills of emotional regulation and how to use the 

Zones of Regulation to help develop their emotional self-awareness.  A child may be referred to a Mental 

Health Support Team practitioner (MHST) and/or Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS) for extra 

support, if required. This is always discussed with parents first.   

  

In addition to this our children and families may be offered:  

• Support from Early Help Keyworkers  

• Parenting Courses  

 

We also follow our therapeutic behaviour policy which enables us to identify and respond to children’s 

behaviours both through positive praise to support their self-esteem as well as clear Protective and Learning 

consequences which parents are kept informed about. Our behaviour policy is under pinned by a Therapeutic 

Approach.  This is a philosophy which focuses on how all children and young people are to be supported, 

particularly in terms of their emotional wellbeing and mental health; it also helps to develop an understanding of 

how to respond to those who may be communicating through concerning behaviours. The Therapeutic 

Approach is a school-led embedded ethos characterised by an inclusive culture, based on training and 

information that is underpinned by best practice, policy and plans.  

We use the principles and steps of Emotion Coaching to support and guide when moments of heighten emotion 

and resulting behaviour requires the child to respond effectively.  Through empathetic engagement, the child's 

emotional state is verbally acknowledged and validated, promoting a sense of security and feeling 'felt'.  This 

activates changes in the child's neurological system and allows the child to calm down, physiologically and 

psychologically. Further information about Emotion Coaching can be found at: 

https://www.emotioncoachinguk.com/   

Children may also have an individual Therapeutic Risk Reduction Behaviour Plan which is agreed and shared 

with parents.  This enables us to closely monitor the behaviour of a particular child, ensuring we are able to 

identify and respond to activators, whilst being consistent in our response.  

Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA):  Every child should feel welcome and included at school, no 

matter what their needs are.  We actively promote emotional wellbeing and good attendance.  We have a legal 

duty to safeguard children under the Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68add931969253904d155860/Keeping_children_safe_in_educati

on_from_1_September_2025.pdf   To support children who may be experiencing EBSA: 

 We act early (with action planning and intervention) as soon as we are aware of any difficulties, to 

prevent and address problems quickly.  

 We understand that many pupils with EBSA want to be at school but face difficulties. 

 We listen to children and their parents. 

 We sign post parents to support where appropriate.  

 We teach age appropriate lessons on resilience, mental health, and emotional wellbeing. 

 We use Emotion Coaching strategies when supporting children.  

 We use the EBSA toolkit, as recommended by East Sussex. 

 We seek advice from external agencies as necessary.  

https://www.emotioncoachinguk.com/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68add931969253904d155860/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_from_1_September_2025.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68add931969253904d155860/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_from_1_September_2025.pdf
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Schools also have a legal duty to safeguard children under the Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance. 

 Other pastoral support offered to our children and their families:  

 Priest visits, sacraments.                                             
 Assemblies/liturgies.                                                     
 Home/school contact book  

 School council  

 Mindfulness moments  

 1:1 support in class  

 Counselling services, such as Spurgeons.  
 Pupil Conferencing (children are asked how 

they feel about their learning and friendships). 
 Lego therapy/social skills groups    

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service (CAMHS)   

 NHS therapies; speech and language therapy, 
occupational therapy, physiotherapy  

 Risk assessment/behaviour plan/Input from  

Inclusion advisors  

 Me and My Mind 

 Daily check ins with a trusted adult 

 

 
Please see our policies on:  https://stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/policies  

 Behaviour and anti-bullying.  
 Safeguarding.  
 Supporting pupils with medical conditions. 

 
 

16.Where can I get Additional Information, Advice and Support? 
 

 

 The school website – see SEND tab. 
 

 St Thomas a Becket SEND Newsletter sent out to parents and uploaded to the school website and 
school Facebook Page.  

 

 The East Sussex ‘local offer’ consists of an information site which outlines how different SEND 
processes work and what support is available for children and young people with SEND, and their families.  
It also includes a SEND-specific directory listing local and online services, which you can use on East 

Sussex 1Space.  Visit the East Sussex Local Offer website at https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/  
     

 SENDCO contact details:  
Mrs Helen French / Mrs Michelle Grayson 
Tel: 01323 737221 
Email: hfrench@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk / mgrayson@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

 SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) 
             Impartial advice and help for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities                          
             and their parents and carers. 
 

Amaze SENDIASS is the Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice 
and Support Service for East Sussex    https://amazesussex.org.uk/  

             Amaze, Community Base, 113 Queens Road, Brighton, BN1 3XG     01273 772289. 

 CITES (Community Integrated Therapies and Equipment Service) 

CITES are a 100-strong team of Qualified occupational therapists, physiotherapists, speech and 
language therapists, assistants and administrators who provide non-acute therapy to children and 
young people living in East Sussex.  Visit CITES at: 
https://www.eastsussexchildren.nhs.uk/about/childrens-integrated-therapy-and-equipment-service/  

 Family First helpline 

This service, run by East Sussex County Council, is for professionals and families providing 
consultation, information and guidance where there are emerging needs. 
Phone: 01323 46 46 55 
Monday to Thursday: 8.30am to 5pm, Friday: 8.30am to 4.30pm 

https://stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/policies
https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/
https://amazesussex.org.uk/
https://www.eastsussexchildren.nhs.uk/about/childrens-integrated-therapy-and-equipment-service/
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 Family Hubs 

Tel: 01323 46 46 55 (family advice line) 
Email: familyhubs@eastsussex.gov.uk 
Open for parents provide information, advice and support for parents and carers who want to support 
their child’s development and wellbeing. Of note, they have online courses that may be helpful for 
example: 

 Learning about neurodivergent children 

 Stepping Stones: Triple P Group 

 National Autistic Society NAS - Teen Life 10+ 

 

17.What do I do if I am not Happy or if I want to Complain?  
 

 
We are committed to listening to the views and feelings of every member of our school community.  
We encourage parents to discuss any concerns with the class teacher, SENDCO or Head Teacher to resolve any issues. If 
the issue is not resolved, parents can make a formal complaint to the Chair of the governing body.   
There are some circumstances, usually for children who have an Educational Health and Care Plan, where there is a statutory 
right for parents to appeal against a decision made by the Local Authority. Complaints that fall within this category cannot be 
investigated by the school.  
If any parent is still not content that the complaint has been dealt with properly, then s/he is entitled to appeal to the Secretary 
of State for Education.   

For further information, please refer to our complaints policy, which can be found here:  
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/c
omplaintspolicyandprocedureseptember2022_20230220110922239.pdf  

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/complaintspolicyandprocedureseptember2022_20230220110922239.pdf
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/arenas/websitecontent/web/complaintspolicyandprocedureseptember2022_20230220110922239.pdf
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 Glossary of Terms and Acronyms   
 

Term Meaning / Further Information 
Assess Plan Do Review (APDR) Assess Plan Do Review forms provide outcomes and strategies for children who are accessing SEN support.  

Additional Needs Plan    (ANP) Additional Needs Plans are for children with complex SEND. They are outcomes focused and provide recommendations and targets to help children to make 
progress.  

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 
(CAMHS) 

A service provided by the NHS to support children and adults with emotional and mental health difficulties.  
More information:  https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/CAMHS  

Children’s Integrated Therapy and Equipment 
Service (CITES) and School health 

Services funded by the NHS which provide advice and recommendations to children needing support. The support is then carried out in school. Services 
include: Speech and Language therapy, Occupational therapy, Physiotherapy and School health service.  More information:  
https://www.eastsussexchildren.nhs.uk/  

Code of Practice This is a document that was revised in 2015. It provides guidance on the special educational needs and disability system for children and young people aged 0 
to 25. To access a link to the Code of Practice:   https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25      

Communication, Language and Autism 
Support Service (CLASS) 

This is a service that schools can access to help with dyslexia and autism related learning difficulties. They can also provide training to staff. 
https://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/send/communication/class  

Community Paediatrician / Child 
Development Clinic 

A medical doctor who specialises in children’s illnesses and conditions.  
More information:  https://www.esht.nhs.uk/service/community-paediatrics/child-development-clinic/  

Eduction, Health and care Plan (EHCP) Education, Health and Care Plans are statutory documents that have been compiled by a number of agencies. They stipulate what a school should provide to 
help a child make progress.  

Educational Psychologist  (EP) A specialist in children’s learning.    

English as an Additional Language (EAL) A support service for children who do not have English as their first language. Whilst these children may require support in school, they do not necessarily fall 
within the Special Educational Needs category. The service can also provide interpreters for some languages.  

London South East Academies Trust 
(LSEAT)  

Outreach support for children displaying challenging behaviour.  

Mental Health Support Team (MHST) A team of practitioners who provide short-term support for children and young people affected by mild to moderate mental health needs 
 

Placement Support Service (PSS) The Placement Support Service (PSS) support the successful placement of learners with an EHCP in their local mainstream school.    

Personal Education Plan (PEP) If the child is looked after by the local authority they will also have an Additional Needs Plan (ANP), incorporating a Personal Education Plan (PEP). 

Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP) If a child requires additional support or adjustments to be made during an emergency procedure such as a fire alarm they will have a PEEP. 

Quality First Teaching Provision for all.  ‘High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have SEN.’  
SEND Code of Practice 6.37 and 6.4   

Sensory Needs Service (SNS)  A service providing support to children who have a severe hearing/visual impairment. 

Spurgeons A counselling service that we use to provide counselling or play therapy for children who have experienced trauma, loss or a major change in their lives. 
More information:  https://spurgeons.org/   

Team around the School and Setting (TASS) They offer support to schools to help support children with attendance, behaviour and emotional difficulties.  

Team Teach Ltd. A company who provide training on behaviour management and positive handling techniques. 
More information: www.team-teach.co.uk/  

Universally Available Provision This document outlines the provision that should be available to all children and young people (CYP) so they can thrive in their setting; including maintained 
schools, academies, free schools, early years and Post-16 providers referred to in this document as settings. 
The document can be found here:  https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen  

Virtual Schools The Virtual School is a service for children in Social Care. They provide support for staff, children and families. 
More Information:  https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/professional-resources/looked-after-children/virtual-school  

https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/CAMHS
https://www.eastsussexchildren.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/send/communication/class
https://www.esht.nhs.uk/service/community-paediatrics/child-development-clinic/
https://spurgeons.org/
http://www.team-teach.co.uk/
https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/professional-resources/looked-after-children/virtual-school
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