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As we approach the end of Term 1, we have for you our 2nd 

SEND Newsletter.  We really would love for you to send your 

ideas to us on what you would like us to include in this 

newsletter, so please do come and speak to us or email in 

your ideas. 

 

Now your children have settled into their new classes they 

been enjoying accessing a wide range of interventions and 

additional support.  Some of the many reasonable 

adjustments and interventions your children are enjoying and 

benefitting from are listed below: 

Reasonable Adjustments Interventions 

Pencil grips Language Link 

Sensory toys Talkabout 

Seating Lego Therapy 

Talking whiteboards Jump Ahead 

Visual prompts. Sensory Circuits 

Movement breaks Speechlink 
 

Interventions  
On each newsletter we will introduce you to one of the 

interventions we use in school.   

Language Link is an innovative online package used to 

identify and support children with mild to moderate Speech, 

Language and Communication Needs and those new to 

English.  We assess all of our children in the first term of 

Reception and then again every 6 months-1 year if a concern 

is identified from the assessment.  We run weekly sessions 

for some children to help with skills such as listening, 

understanding concepts, vocabulary development and 

sentence structures. The Parent Portal provides ideas and 

advice, information and activities for developing your child’s 

understanding, talking and listening in a way that works for 

all of your family. 

 
I-GO card:  A FREE leisure discount card for 0-25’s with 

additional needs living or studying in East Sussex. For details 

on how to register or find events and offers for the half-term 

break go to https://igo.eastsussex.gov.uk/offers-events  

Open Coffee Afternoon  
We are very much looking forward to 

seeing lots of you at our first Coffee 

Afternoon this year!   It is on the 19th 

October at 2pm.  We will be joined by Vicky Ripley (MHST) 

and Sarah Ginns (EALS).  They will be there to share with you 

information about the services they offer and answer any 

questions you may have.  We will also be there and would 

love to hear your views on anything SEND!   

 

MHST (Mental Health Support Team) 
The East Sussex Mental Health Support Teams work with 53 

schools in East Sussex to provide short-term support for 

children and young people affected by mild to moderate 

mental health needs. For more information on the areas that 

they can help with, please do have a look at the SEND section 

of our school website. 

 

EALS (English as an Additional Language Service) 
EALS are a team of specialist EAL teachers and Bilingual 

Support Officers (BSO). They work with pupils who have 

English as an additional language to help them access the 

curriculum and fully integrate in to school life.  

 

SEN Information Report 
We are required to annually review and update our School 

SEN Information Report.  This year we would really like a 

group of parents to join us in doing this.  If you are interested 

in being part of this group, please do let us know. All we ask is 

that you read through our current Information Report on our 

school website and you come along to 1 or 2 of our meetings 

to discuss, evaluate and update the report with us.  We will 

provide cakes and coffee, if you can come along with your 

thoughts to our first meeting on the 23rd November at 

8.30am!  We are delighted to say that our SEN Governor, 

James Pratt, is also going to join this working party.  

 

APDR: Assess Plan Do Review 
You child will be bringing home his/her APDR today. Please 

do have a look through the outcomes and provision in place 

for your child.  We welcome your thoughts and feedback, so 

please do complete and return the accompanying slip.  If you 

have any questions about the APDR you will be able to speak 

to your child’s class teacher at parents evenings next week.  

SEND Parent Voice Questionnaire 
After half term we will be sending out a questionnaire to 

gather your views on all things SEND. Please do look out for 

this – it will be sent to you via Teacher2Parents and it will be 

an online Google form to complete.  We very much look 

forward to receiving your views.  

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinformation/sen
https://speechandlanguage.info/parents
https://igo.eastsussex.gov.uk/offers-events
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