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Welcome to all of our new children and families this term!
We are a diverse community and across the school there are
now over 36 languages spoken, which is amazing. So, in this
newsletter we have a language theme. As we approach
December, we have also included some advice around
‘Surviving Christmas’. This is particularly beneficial for
children who may have a diagnosis or display Autism traits.

SEND Parent Voice

On the 9t of November we sent out a questionnaire on a Google
Form to gather your views on all things SEND. Thank you to the 13
people who have so far responded to this. We would be delighted if
some more of you could complete this for us and we would very
much look forward to receiving your views. It will only take a few
minutes to do! Once we have some more views we will of course
share with you the outcomes. If there are any queries or concerns
raised, we will contact those parents on an individual bases. 100%
of the responses so far have agreed that ‘The SEND Newsletter is
useful and accessible’. That is great to hear.

SEND Parent Drop in

We are looking forward to trailing a SEND Parent Drop in
session on the 7t" February 2.30pm-4.30pm. Further details
will follow in our January Newsletter but for now, please do
SAVE the date.
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On each newsletter we will introduce you to one of the
interventions we use in school.

Language Link is an innovative online package used to identify and
support children with mild to moderate Speech, Language and
Communication Needs and those new to English. We assess all of
our children in the first term of Reception and then again every 6
months-1 year if a concern is identified from the assessment. We
run weekly sessions for some children to help with skills such as
listening, understanding concepts, vocabulary development and
sentence structures. We are currently in the process of screening all
of our reception children using Language Link.

The Parent Portal provides ideas and advice, information and
activities for developing your child’s understanding, talking
and listening in a way that works for all of your family.
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EALS are a team of specialist EAL teachers and Bilingual Support
Officers (BSO). They work with pupils who have English as an
additional language to help them access the curriculum and fully
integrate in to school life.
Have you heard of GOOGLE
LENS?

Using the Translate filter in
Lens, you can upload or take a
picture, or even just point your
camera at the text you want to
translate, like a menu or a
street sign. Lens will
automatically detect the
written language and overlay
the translation on top of it,
directly on your phone screen.
For further information about

Scan to get the app

EALS: https://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/inclusion/eals

CITES (Children’s Integrated Therapy Services)

There are many ways to support a child with language and
communication needs. On this page
https://www.eastsussexchildren.nhs.uk/language-and-
communication/ you will find useful films, training, resources and
links to help support children at home. There are some great video
clips such as one about developing children’s language and another
one on using visual supports at home. In addition to this .
they have just added a feature to the page which allows
you to change the language. Just click on the blue and
white icon in the bottom right hand corner of the page
and then on the ‘Change Language’ icon at the top of A
the page. This will change all of the words on the page.
Unfortunately it does not change the video clips.

Christmas

With Christmas around the corner, we thought it

might be helpful to share a Christmas Sensory

Survival Kit from Sensory Integration Education to

help those experiencing sensory integration

or sensory processing differences better manage the sensory
challenges of the season.

For more information and advice do also have a look on the
National Autistic Society website

CLASS + works across East Sussex to support families/carers of

autistic children and young people.
What do they offer?

° Weekly advice line — Monday 10am-1pm 01273 336887
° Signposting

° Coffee mornings — support groups and schools

° Short pieces of home-based support

Parents and carers can contact CLASS+ on (01273) 336887 or via
email. Parents and carers can also access their Facebook page for
more information.

SENDCOs: Michelle Grayson and Helen French
Telephone: 01323 737221

Email: office@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen
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