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Happy Spring! We cannot quite believe
that we are already nearing the end of term
4! Spring is often a time for new growth
and new beginnings and we are certainly
seeing this in the progress being made by
our children across the school. Whether
this is academic, confidence, emotional or just participation,
we are delighted with all growth and progress made, however
big or small the steps are.

The focus for this edition is to share some recent Parent and
Pupil Voice gained. We have also included some information
about the Graduate Approach, continuing from our previous
newsletter. Happy reading!

Parent Voice
Recently we have invited you, the parents, to share your
thoughts with us. Of the 4 responses we received:

| can see the progress my child is making, at their level, through the reviews on their APDR.
4 responses

® | agree
@ | disagree

In additon to this:

100% of the families agreed that:

% they are provided with sufficient information and
communication about my child's progress.

% the staff at St Thomas a Becket have given them
suggestions of ways they can support their child at
home.

% they feel able to approach staff at school if they
have any concerns about their child's provision or
progress in school.

% they have confidence in the leadership of SEND
provision within the school.

If your child has an APDR and you have not yet completed the
parent voice Google Form, feel free to do so via this link:
https://forms.gle/3WNyvJXR2DTC1sPa8
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SEN Information Report

As part of our review process we asked you, the parents, to
have a read of this document and provide some feedback.
Two families responded. These are some of the responses we
received:

The report is clear and easy to understand
The headings make it easier to find a particular area you
want to read or find out more about.

| think it would be useful to include some website that offer
support for children with SEND.

In response to this comment, we have now added a page of
signposting for parents.

I would like to commend the staff in the SEN team. They are
very helpful, knowledgeable, and easy to approach. They are
always willing to support us as parents to ensure a smooth
transition. Thank you for everything you do.

...The last thing we thought was for those who English is an
additional language it could be hard to understand. Could
key parts be translated into other languages spoken at
school ...

In terms of the translating the document — this is certainly
something we will look into. In the meantime, we encourage
parents to use Google Lens to translate the document into
their home language.

If you would like to provide feedback on the SEN Information
Report, please do get in touch via the office and we would be
very happy to send the draft report to you with the link to the
feedback Google Form.

The Graduated Approach

In the last edition of our newsletter we included some
information about the Graduated Approach (see Jan 2026
edition)

Here is a short video created by SENDIASS (Amaze, Sussex)
which may also help to explain this process and the Assess,
Plan, Do, Review cycle.
https://amazesussex.org.uk/resources/videos/

Assess
Plan

Do
Review

. Vatch on (3 YouTube

SENDCOs: Michelle Grayson and Helen French
Telephone: 01323 737221
Email: office@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen



https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen
https://forms.gle/3WNyvJXR2DTC1sPa8
https://amazesussex.org.uk/resources/videos/

Pupil Voice

We are always looking for ways to gather information about

how the children think and feel at our school. Listening to the

voices of children and young people has lots of benefits. It

can:

e Enable adults to see things from the child or young person's
point of view

e Empower children and young people to participate in the
planning of their provision and support

e Develop reflective thinking and the experience of having
views heard and valued.

e Increase motivation and promotes self esteem.

e Promote better mental health and wellbeing.

e Contribute to greater achievement by building strategies to
learn effectively.

Some of the ways and reasons we are collecting pupil voice
currently are:

1) Playtimes for the year 3 and 4 children

2) Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing of the pupils
across Key Stage 2

3) Gathering pupil voice across the school around
belonging and feelings of safety.

And here are some of the outcomes and our next steps for
each of these 3 projects.

1) Children enjoy playtimes with the equipment.

Children do not enjoy wet play — lack of games

Children would like a ‘quieter area’ with books, colouring etc

Children enjoy running around but they do not feel safe when

the playground is very busy.

Children would like the option to use an indoor space (this

would be difficult to supervise)

Children generally enjoy playtimes and feel safe outside but

there are some common themes that make the children feel

unsafe (fighting, busy playground, equipment / balls being
thrown, friends not being there)

Actions/Next Steps:

Get some tyres to have along the edge of the
playground

Order some new playtime resources — request funds
from PTA

Look at wet play boxes across the team and see if
everyone has enough / games spread equally / rotate
resources. Eg board games and card games.

Speak to individual children who expressed they are
feeling ‘unsafe’ on the playground.

2) 47 pupils, from Years 3-6 met in six, mixed groups with
Adam Welton, Education Mental Health Practitioner and
Voice and Participation Lead. Here are some of the
quotes:
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“It’s helpful to know that it’s ok to feel upset. If I’'m ever sad,
I’'ve been taught that it’s ok and it’s normal to express
emotion” Year 4

“] feel my culture is welcomed in school. No-one cares where
you are from or you’re religion, we will welcome you” Year 3

“Our school is proud of its diversity. It’s nice and would be
boring if we were all the same” Year 6

“School council reps just take their own ideas to the council,
we’d like them to take ours too” (Year 5)

Actions/Next Steps:
We are now working alongside Adam to consider next steps.

If you would like further information on any of these projects
or the positive actions we have taken, please do contact us
via the school office.

3)  We are still in the process of developing our pupil voice
processes in this area. We are working alongside Dan
Cooper (Educational Psychologist) to look at this.

In addition to this, The East Sussex Education Division has
developed three toolkits for acquiring pupil voice. The Listen
To Me toolkits have been adapted and updated from existing
East Sussex resources widely used in schools. Updated
guestionnaires can be used to gain the views of all children
and young people. For Further information on these toolkits
go to https://czone.eastsussex.gov.uk/inclusion/pupil-voice-
toolkits

Would you be interested in joining a SEND
parents’ WhatsApp group?

We are exploring setting up a WhatsApp group for
parents and carers of children with SEND at our
school. The aim is to create a supportive space
where families can share information, ask
questions, and connect with others who may have
similar experiences.

If you’d like to join—or would simply like more
information—please let us know by completing
this short Google Form:
https://forms.gle/nhh1GcrXmpFY27fp7

We'’d love to hear from you!
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