
St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School                                   SENDCOs:  Michelle Grayson and Helen French 
Tutts Barn Lane, Eastbourne, BN22 8XT                                           Telephone: 01323 737221  

                                                                                                                 Email:    office@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen 
 

St. Thomas a Becket Catholic 
Primary School 

 

 

Newsletter 
July 2025           Vol: 20 
Welcome to volume 20 and the last one for this academic 

year!  We have enjoyed creating these Newsletters this year 

and we hope you have found them useful.   

 

If your child has an Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) and / or 

an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) please could you 

take just a few minutes to answer the questions by clicking 

on this link:  https://forms.gle/bxoGiSCKUPk3ujXj9  

 

We hope you all have a wonderful Summer Break – stay safe 

and have fun!  
 

Transition Support 
Transition can be a tricky time for all children, a 

good transition can mean the difference 

between floundering and flourishing. As such it 

is crucial to get it right. Transition can put enormous 

demands on to children – socially, linguistically, emotionally, 

academically and practically. Some children will inevitably 

find transition more difficult than others. Whether children 

are moving between year groups at the same school, or 

moving to another setting entirely, transition needs to be a 

top priority.  Please do have a read of the letter sent to you 

on the 25th June classroom where we shared with you both 

our universal and enhanced levels of transition support.  

Before the end of term your child will bring home a sheet of 

photos about their new class. It will include photos of the 

adults they will be working with and a photo of their new 

classroom.  Please do use this to chat to your children over 

the holidays and before returning to school in September.  

 

Here are some questions you could ask your child: 

 What do you like about your new teacher? 

 What do you like about your new classroom? 

 How are you feeling about moving up to year …? 

 What do you think is making you feel like that? 

 What is the same/different about …? 

 

 

SEND Coffee Morning 
Thank you to those of you who came along to 

our Transition Support Coffee Mornings on 

either the 13th or 17th June.  We were 

delighted to be able to introduce some of our Year 6 parents 

to Ian Smith (SENDCO at St Richards).  We hope you found 

the sessions useful. If you were unable to attend and would 

like to see the slides we shared at the coffee morning, please 

visit the SEND section of the school website.  See page 2 of 

this newsletter for information on a workshop that the 

Mental Health Support Team are going to lead at St Thomas 

a Becket in September.  

 

Universally Available Provision 
Universally Available Provision refers to 

the basic support and resources that every child is entitled 

to, no matter their background, ability, or needs. These are 

the standard services that schools or settings provide to help 

all children learn, grow, and thrive. 

In school this includes: 

 High Quality teaching in every classroom 
 Access to learning materials like books, technology, and 

other resources including those to meet sensory needs 
 Pastoral care and emotional support from staff 
 Opportunities for physical activity, creativity, and social 

development 
 Clear routines and expectations to help children feel 

safe and supported 
The East Sussex Local Offer further explains this here 
East Sussex are currently updating the Universally Available 
Provision document.  We will share it with you once it has 
been published.  In the new term, we are also planning to 
share with you some examples of what this provision looks 
like at St Thomas a Becket. 

BBC Parents’ Toolkit 
BBC Bitesize Parents Toolkit is the place for 
mums, dads, carers and the whole parenting community to 
find stories, expert advice and fun activities that will help you 
support your child in a changing world. 
 
Included in the Toolkit is a wealth of information about SEND. 
Here are a few links:  
 
 Seven Ways to Support your Child with SEND at School 

 Dr Punam Krishan explains a variety of special 

educational needs and disabilities 

 What is a SENCO and how can they support my child? 

 Five ways to support your dyslexic child at home. 

 What is autism and how can I support my autistic child at 

home and at school. 

 
 

 
 

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/sen
https://forms.gle/bxoGiSCKUPk3ujXj9
https://localoffer.eastsussex.gov.uk/send-information-and-services/school-age-5-16/expectations-on-all-settings
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/parents
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z3txjsg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/c5vpkq13gpxt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/c5vpkq13gpxt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztvgqyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6mts4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z32sdnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z32sdnb
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A Sad Goodbye to John and 

Marco 

As we say goodbye at the end of this term, we 
want to express our deepest gratitude for the incredible 
love, comfort, and joy you’ve brought to our school 
community.  From the whole school community, including 
the office staff and parents who may have seen you both  at 
the end of the day… 
 
Marco, your gentle presence, wagging tail, and warm heart 
have made a world of difference to so many children. 
You’ve helped ease worries, brought smiles on tough days, 
and reminded us all of the healing power of kindness and 
connection. You’ve been more than just a therapy dog—
you’ve been a friend, a listener, and a source of 
unconditional love. 
 

To John, thank you for your dedication, compassion, and the 
time you’ve given so generously. Your partnership with 
Marco has created a safe and nurturing space for our 
children to grow emotionally and socially. 
 
You will both be missed dearly, but 
your pawprints will remain in our 
hearts forever. 
 
With heartfelt thanks and warmest 
wishes for your retirement.  Please 
do keep in touch, you will always 
be welcome to pop in to say ‘hello’.  
 
For any parents and children wishing to say a big ‘Thank 
you’ and ‘Goodbye’ to John and Marco, they will be around, 
on the field, at the end of the day on Thursday 17th July.  
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