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Happy New Year to you all!  It has been a lovely and busy start to 

the term!  We hope you all enjoyed a restful Christmas and despite 

the cold temperatures we hope you have started the year by being 

able to get out and enjoy the dry weather.   

For those children with APDRs, we are just starting the process of 

completing the second review for this year.  You will receive copies 

of these before half term and ahead of your evening consultation 

meetings with parents.  All of our teachers have also been busy 

using the Boxall Profile as a screening tool for assessing and 

addressing children’s social, emotional and behavioural 

development to positively impact learning, behaviour, attendance 

and wellbeing.  Below we explain more about the profile.  

 

SEND Parent Voice 

On the 9th of November we sent out a 

questionnaire on a Google Form to gather your 

views on all things SEND.  Thank you to the 36 families who 

responded.  These are just some of the headlines from the views 

gathered.  

 86% feel they are provided with sufficient information 

and communication about their child's progress. 

 92% feel that the staff at St Thomas a Becket have given 

me suggestions of ways you can support your child at 

home. 

 97% feel that this SEND Newsletter is useful and 

accessible. 

 92% of you feel able to approach staff at school if you 

have any concerns about their child's provision or 

progress in school. 

 22% of you have attended at least one coffee morning 

and found it useful.  
In addition to this, there were many positive written comments and 

17 families have expressed an interest in getting more involved in 

SEND provision and policies at school.  Thank you to those families – 

you should now have received a further email about this. 

 

SEND Parent Drop in  
We are looking forward to trailing a SEND Parent Drop in 
session on the 7th February 2.30pm-4.30pm.  Further details 
are now on our flyer which you should now have received.  
You will also see copies of the flyer appearing around on 
doors and window.  We look forward to seeing you on the 7th.  
 

Interventions / Screening Tool   
The Boxall Profile is an online 
screening tool that we are using for 
all of our children.  There are 2 

assessments to complete by members of staff who know your 
children well.  Developmental Assessment:  Think of this section as 
the building blocks. This section explores different areas of a child’s 
development in the early years. It helps teachers to identify a child’s 
strengths and highlight areas that require additional support. 
The Diagnostic Profile:  This section contains questions that help 
teachers spot any challenges or barriers that might hinder your child 
achieving at school. These could be things like trouble with friends, 
difficulty learning, or other obstacles that might be connected to 
their early learning experiences. By understanding and addressing 
these challenges early on, teachers gain a greater understanding 
and needs of the child and can ensure the learning opportunities 
impact all children across the class. This tool does not diagnose any 
specific conditions.  For further information go to: 
https://www.boxallprofile.org/parent-and-carer-guide-to-the-
boxall-profile-online/#What-is-Boxall-Profile-Online  
For children with APDRs, you may see references made to the Boxall 
Profile within their targets or provision.  If you would like to see a 
copy of your child’s profile, please do contact us later in Term 4.  
 

Makaton 
Have you ever wanted to learn or teach your child some Makaton 
signs?  Today over 100,000 children and adults use Makaton 

symbols and signs, either as their main method of communication or 
as a way to support speech   Teaching Makaton and/or basic sign 
language in school or at home helps to break down communication 
barriers for individuals with communication or learning difficulties.  
Here are a few to start you off… 

SEN Information Report 
We are currently completing the annual update of our SEN 

Information Report which details the provision in place at St Thomas 

a Becket.  Shortly you will be able to access the updated report via 

this link on the school website (link at the bottom of this page).  

Here is a sneak preview from page 9 

How does the school measure how well it teaches and supports 
children with SEND? 
We regularly and carefully review the quality of teaching for all pupils 
to make sure no-one under achieves. We look at whether our 
teaching and programmes of support have made a difference. We use 
information systems to monitor the progress and development of all 
pupils.  This helps us to develop the use of interventions that are 
effective and to remove those that are less so.  
Through the School Development Plan and SEND Action Plan, we 
evaluate provision and use this to further improve our SEND offer.  
We send home a parent voice questionnaire every year, then 
summarise the results and feedback to parents. This information 
helps to inform the school development plan. 
We invite parents to attend our SEND Coffee Mornings which are held 
3 times a year.  These are both informal and where training / focussed 
discussions can take place.  
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