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Welcome back to school and to term 4! This is Volume 5 of
our SEND newsletter, however, this may only be the second
edition you have received. As a SEND team, we are continually
reflecting on our practice and striving to ensure we are
providing an inclusive curriculum for all children. We have
therefore decided to share our newsletter with all parents, we
hope you find it useful and interesting. For ALL volumes of the
newsletter please see our SEND section of the school website
- link below.

We really would love for you to send your ideas to us on what
you would like us to include in our SEND newsletters, so please
do come and speak to us or email in your ideas.

SEN Information Report — UPDATE

As you may be aware we recently updated our SEN
Information Report. It is now published on our website both
in a long, detailed version and also as an interactive
powerpoint. To locate this report, please use the website link
at the bottom of this page. This report details the provision
and support on offer in our school, at varying different levels
of need. If you have any questions or feedback, please do get
in contact or come along to our next SEND Coffee Afternoon.

Interventions

On each newsletter we will introduce
you to one of the interventions we use in school.

Pre Teaching of Vocabulary:

Pre-teaching vocabulary is an approach where children are
exposed to new vocabulary before they encounter it in a text
or in class. By doing this, children will not face as many
unfamiliar words when reading, (encouraging greater
comprehension) or when in a topic session they are more
able to participate and access the lesson. Pre-teaching
vocabulary is a form of scaffolding, as it is a support structure
teachers put in place for children ahead of learning new
content. This support can involve:

-Accessing visuals to help explain the meanings

-Use of WIDGIT symbols

-Accessing actual objects

-Drawing pictures

-games such as snap and word association
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-Word Mat: follow this link for an example
-Word Challenge: follow this link for an example
Talk for Writing: (‘;‘ Talkforwrf,ﬁhg

As a school teaching staff, we }-’{

are currently embarking on very exciting journey to further
support children with their writing. We are being supported
by training from Pie Corbett to help children to internalise
the language structures needed to write through ‘talking the
text’, as well as close reading. The approach moves from
dependence towards independence, with the teacher using
shared and guided teaching to develop the ability in children
to write creatively and powerfully. This approach also
supports the teaching of new vocabulary.

-
SEND Coffee Afternoon ’
Wednesday 22" March 2-3pm i

We are very excited to announce that we will be joined by
two CLASS + practitioners at our next Coffee Afternoon! We
will also be talking about APDRs and sharing with you our
new Interactive SEN Information Report. There will of course
be FREE tea, coffee, cake and biscuits, so do come along and
chat! Everyone is welcome! Further details here.

APDRs - Assess, Plan, Do, Review

If your child has an APDR, he/she will be bringing home an
updated copy at the start of March. Please do have a look
through the review, new outcomes and provision in place for
your child. The covering letter will also help to explain any
acronyms used. We welcome your thoughts and feedback, so
please do complete and return the accompanying slip. If you
have any questions about the APDR, please arrange a time to
speak to your child’s class teacher. If you did not speak to
your child’s class teacher at parents evening, please do make
an appointment with them to discuss and review your child’s
progress.

East Sussex Parent Carer Forum

A forum for parent carers of children

and young people with special Parent .
educational needs and disabilities in East Carer
Forum

Sussex. https://www.espcf.org.uk/
Contact us: 0300770 1367 YAC Eastbourne, 56-58 Seaside,

Eastbourne, BN22 7QL. info@espcf.org.uk

Mental Health Support Team

Would you like to know how to help your child more with their
worried or maybe you’d like to help with something else like getting
them to go to sleep or go to school. Vicki from the ‘Me and My Mind
Team’ would like to set up some sessions to help parents and carers
with supporting their child’s emotional wellbeing but first would like
to know what would be most valuable for you and your child just
now. Follow this link to
complete a short survey.

A helping hand with your mental heaith

me & my mind

East Sussex Mental Health Support Team

SENDCOs: Michelle Grayson and Helen French
Telephone: 01323 737221
Email: office@stthomasbecket.e-sussex.sch.uk

https://www.stthomasbecketcatholicschool.co.uk/esussex/primary/stthomasbecket/site/pages/schoolinformation/sen
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