
Curriculum Overview – rich texts 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

EYFS Topic: All about me 
Why am I precious?  
The Colour Monster 
goes to school  
All are Welcome   
Guess How Much I 
love you  
You Choose  
Monkey Puzzle (JD) 

Topic: Homes, 
families and 
celebrations  
What makes a house 
a home?  
Owl Babies  
Houses and Homes NF  
Homes in the past NF  
Once there were 
giants  
Firework counting 
poems  
Stickman (JD)  
The Christmas Story  
Christmas poems 

Topic: Animals and 
Senses  
Would a polar bear 
make a good pet?  

Polar bear, polar 
bear, what do you 
hear?  
Brown bear, brown 
bear, what do you 
see?  
Snow Bears  
Information text on 
animals NF  
Senses NF  
Superworm (JD) 

Topic: Superheroes 
and fairytales  
What’s your super 
power?  
Goldilocks and the three 
bears  
The Gingerbread man  
Recipe for making 
porridge and GB men  
Supertato  
The Easter Story  
The princess and the 
wizard (JD) 
 

Topic: On the Farm  
Who would live on 
your farm?  
Pig in the Pond  
What the Ladybird 
Heard at the Farm  
Farmer Duck  
The Little Red Hen 
On the Farm-NF  
Squash and a Squeeze 
(JD) 
 

Topic: Seaside  
How can we stay safe 
at the beach?  
Plastic pollution (NF)  
What the Ladybird 
Heard at the Seaside 
(JD)  
Commotion in the 
ocean  
One is a snail, ten is a 
crab  
Sea and Sun Safety 
 

Year 1 Topic: Where food 
comes from 

Fiction writing – 
stories with familiar 
settings 
Classic poetry 
Non-fiction – Labels, 
lists and signs 
 
Rich texts: 
Oliver’s vegetables by 
Vivien French 
Pumpkin Soup by 
Helen Cooper 
Handa’s surprise (plus 
animation) 
 
NF: seed packets -  
read, follow 

Topic: History of toys 
Fiction writing – 
stories with repeated 
pattern 
Information Text 
 
Rich texts: 
Dogger by Shirley 
Huges 
Velvetine Rabbit (to 
read to chn) 
That rabbit belongs to 
Emily Brown by 
Cressida Cowell (chn’s 
laureate) 
Monkey & me by 
Emily Gravitt (local 
author) 
 

Topic: Penguins fly 
Fiction writing 
Poetry by heart 
Non-chronological 
report 
 
Rich texts: Antartica 
by Helen Cowcher 
March of the 
Penguins clip from 
film March of the 
Penguins 
Winnie the Pooh in 
the snow poem 
Lost & found by Oliver 
Jeffers (& animation & 
PSHE link) 
 

Topic: Seaside 
Recount 
Non-chronological 
report 
Instructions 
 
Rich texts: 
Bonting by Shirley 
Hughes 
The Storm Whale by 
Benji Davis 
Katie Morag by Mairi 
Hedawig 
 
NF: Sharing a shell 
(hermit crabs) by Julia 
Donaldson 
Travel brouchures 
 

Topic: Battle of 
Hastings 
Fiction writing – 
Fantasy setting 
Humorous poetry  
 
Rich texts: extracts 
from Bayeux Tapestry 
The story of a 
conquest narrated to 
children 

Topic: Kampong Ayer 
Fiction writing-
Traditional tales 
Information text – 
letters and postcards 
 
Rich texts: A Squash 
and a Squeeze by Julia 
Donaldson 
 
NF: A river by Marc 
Martin 
Factual info from 
history (ensure it is a 
rich text) 



instructions, write 
labels 

NF: grandparents in to 
talk about old games 
eg lego hopscotch 
History of lego 

NF: National 
geographic for kids / 
wildlife watch 
magazine/ CBeebies 
for good models 

Photo (or visit to see) 
lifeguard signs (link to 
local area) 

Year 2 Topic: Greatest 
history maker 
Fiction writing 
Instructions 
 
Rich texts: Sea of 
Tranquility by Mark 
Hadden (moon 
landings as a little 
boy/Neil Armstrong) 
 

Topic: Great Fire of 
London 
Poetry on a theme 
(fireworks) 
Information text 
Letters 
NF: Great Fire of 
London Anniversary 
Edition by Emma 
Adams 
Poetry: shape 
(Catherine wheels) 
acrostic 
Letters – choice of 
viewpoint: Thank you 
for fireworks display 
vs disliking it 
Enquiry into start of 
fire / who was to 
blame? (houses too 
close, made of wood, 
no fire brigade etc) 

Topic: Weather 
Fiction writing – 
Traditional tales 
Persuasive writing 
(Rapunzel)  
Poetry by heart 
Rich texts: Once upon 
a Wild Wood by Chris 
Riddell (ex Chn 
laureate from 
Brighton) 
Aesop’s fable – Sun 
&Wind 
 
NF:Meteorological 
websites weather 
reports 
Record weather 
forecasts (free 
website – auto cue 
scrolls up) 

Topic: Seaside 
Weather Seasons 
Recount 
Non- chronological 
report 
 
 

Topic: Best of British 
Fiction writing – 
Stories from an 
author 
Humorous poetry 
 
Chocolate Cake by 
Michael Rosen 
English/Scottish/Irish 
links – eg Katie Morag 
 
Author study: 
Paddington Bear by 
Michael Bond - very 
British original texts 
9and seaside link from 
Term 4) 
 

Topic: Where I live 
Fiction writing – 
Stories by the same 
author 
Information text 

Year 3 Topic: Egypt 
Instructions  

• The Story of 
Tutankhamen 
– Patricia 
Cleveland 
Peck  

• How to 
mummify a 
tomato 
(Twinkl) 

Topic: Stone Age 
Fiction writing 

• Stone Age Boy 
- Satoshi 
Kitamura 

• Fossil – Bill 
Thomson 

Poetry by heart 

• I Was Born in 
the Stone Age 

Topic: Mega cities 
around the world 
Fiction writing 

• Jack and the 
Baked Bean 
Stalk - Colin 
Stimpson 

Newspaper Report 

• Red and the 
City – Marie 
Voigt 

Topic: Earthquakes 
Persuasive writing  
Play script 
Poetic form 
 
1906 San Francisco 
earthquake 1st person 
recounts. 
Escape from Pompeii 
Pebble in my pocket  

Topic: Local area 
Fiction writing 
Non-chronical report 
 

Topic: Romans 
Recount 
Letters 
Horrible histories 
Gladiator fights 
(choose a perspective 
from which to write) 
The Orchard book of 
Roman myths by 
Geraldine 
McCaughrean 



Non-chronological 
report  

• So you think 
think you’ve 
got it bad? - 
Chae Strathie 

• The Ancient 
Egyptians 
Flipbook 
(Twinkl) 

Recount (diary entry) 

• Day in the life 
of an Egyptian 
(various diary 
examples 
saved on 
system) 

- Michael 
Rosen 

OR 

• Twas the 
night before 
Christmas 

Poem on a theme 

• ? 

I survived the SF 
earthquake – Lauren 
Tarshis 
 
Poems by Simon 
Armitage (poet 
laureate)   

NF: write another 
page for a non 
chronological report- 
eg Roman toilets/food 
Trip? (Bignar?) Roman 
houses – write in style 
of estate agent 

Year 4 Topic: Anglo Saxons 
Dialogue 
Recount 
Beowulf – dialogue 
and narrative  
 

Beowulf – retelling 

the story of the death 

of Grendel’s mother 

 
Black history month 
(week’s English focus) 
Hello You by Dapo 

Adeola 

 

Topic: Vikings 
Fiction writing 
 
Information and 
explanation text 
How to Train Your 
Dragon – character, 
setting description, 
narrative 
 
Link to science- the 
water cycle 
 
 

Topic: How to live 
more sustainably 
Poetry by heart 
Persuasive writing 
Letters 
The Secret Sky Garden  
Belonging by Jeannie 
Baker 
Choice of perspective 
for persuasive writing 

Topic: Jungles & 
deserts 
Instructions 
Fiction writing 
Non Chronological 
report 
Running Wild by 
Michael Murpurgo – 
detail about creature 
approaching 
Instructions: how to 
survive in the jungle 
Non-chronological 
report 
 

Topic: The Americas 
(Magic Kingdom) 
Nonsense poetry 
Playscripts 
Fiction writing 
The Jabberwocky / 
Alice in Wonderland 

Topic: King Henry 
V111 
Fiction writing  
News reports 
Poetic language 
The Tudor Cat 
Gangsta Granny – 
narrative and report 
writing/presenting 



Year 5 Topic: Greeks 
Poems 
Chronological report 
Fiction writing – 
myths and legends 
Character description 
Percy Jackson and the 
lightening thief (book 
and film) 
The orchard book of 
Greek Myths 
 

Topic: Mayans 
Setting Description 
Diary Entries 
Newspaper Reports 
Fiction writing 
The Rain Player 
History in Infographics 
 
 

Topic: Mountains 
Fiction writing - 
Biographies 
Instructions 
Cloud tea monkeys 
The Abominables 
Asha & the spirit bird 
(extracts or class 
book) 
NF: David 
Attenborough 
extracts / Survivors 
David Long 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Rivers 
Recount 
Poetic style 
Information texts -
Journalistic writing  
Rivers by Bear Ghylls 
Where my Wellies 
take me – Michael 
Murpurgo 
Recount – from 
different perspective 
of trip, choosing 
viewpoints and mood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Victorians 
(local history) 
Fiction writing 
Persuasive writing 
Play scripts 
Wild Boy (opening is 
mirror image of Bleak 
House) by Rob Lloyd 
Jones 
Persuasive writing: 
link to Greatest 
Showman and 
Barnham. “This is me” 
– write letters to 
bearded lady (link to 
mental health and 
well being) 

Topic: Fairtrade 
Fiction writing – 
Stories from other 
cultures 
Information texts – 
Newspapers 
CAFOD link – write a 
report as if an 
inspector going 
around a tea 
plantation 
Africa: The Fastest 
Boy in the World /  
The Garbage King by 
Elizabeth Laird, 
perhaps 
complemented by An 
African folktale or one 
of Alexander McCall 
Smith's Akimbo tales. 
The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind.  
Rudyard Kipling – how 
the leopard got his 
spots(+ audio). GD 
language 
 
 
 

Year 6 Topic: WWII 
Letter 
Narrative with 
dialogue 
The lion & The 
Unicorn 
Letters from the 
Lighthouse 

Topic: WWII 
Fiction writing poem 
Instructions 
Historical stories 
Anne Frank 
World War II Poetry 
 

Topic: Climate 
Change 
Fiction writing – 
stories raise issues 
Persuasive texts 
Poetry by heart 
The Boy in the Tower 
The Promise 

Topic: Britain’s 
National Parks 
Information Texts – 
Newspaper report 
Debate – working 
from a specific 
viewpoints 
National Trust Writing 

Topic: Suffragettes 
Non-chronological 
report 
Letter 
Hidden Figures 
Suffragettes Battle for 
Equality 

Topic: Volcanoes 
Performance poetry 
Recount – 
impersonal/personal 
Macbeth 



  South Downs View 
Magazine 
Hugo Cabaret 
 

 


