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Mission Statement 

 
At St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School, we affirm the Catholic ethos by fostering and 
developing faith communities in our school, parishes and homes. 
 
We celebrate the economic, cultural and ethnic diversity of our wide catchment area and aim to 
support all families within it. 
 
We respect each person as an individual, celebrating their talents and enabling them to develop at a 
pace at which they can achieve their full potential. 
 
We promote caring and supportive relationships through our pastoral commitment to all members of 
our Catholic community and beyond. 
 
Introduction to Collective Worship in our Catholic School 
 
Collective worship in a Catholic school is concerned with the revelation of God’s presence so that 
praise, honour and thanksgiving may be given to Him.  Collective worship should strengthen this 
Eucharistic community, which is called together to give witness to Jesus Christ.  Collective worship is 
this community’s response to God, which invites us to enter into a loving relationship with Him, made 
possible by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
Legal Requirements 
 
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils.  
(This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship for all 
the pupils, or separate acts of worship in school groups). We also acknowledge that collective worship 
and assembly are distinct activities.  They may sometimes form part of the same gathering, but the 
difference between the two will always be made clear. 
 
The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under current Government regulations and will 
not be considered as part of the RE lesson (for time purposes). 
 
In this voluntary aided Catholic School, responsibility for arranging collective worship rests with the 
Governing Body after consultation with the Head Teacher. 
 
Definitions 
 
Our school has chosen to insert the following definitions within our policy: 
 
Liturgy 
 
Liturgy literally means ‘work of the people’ and points to the fact that something else is going on 
beyond prayer.  It is the formalising of worship at the heart of which is symbol and action. 
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Prayer 
 
One of the early fathers of the Church described prayer as “The raising of one’s mind and heart to 
God or requesting good things from God”.  These words of St John Damascene, now found in the 
catechism, illustrate why at St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School we begin and end each day 
with a prayer, we have a lunch time prayer and each R.E. lesson begins with a prayer. 
  
Collective Worship 
 
Collective worship is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into a 
relationship with God, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and witness of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Place of Collective Worship in the Life of our School 
 
We endorse the belief that collective worship takes into account the religious and educational needs 
of all who share in it: 
 

 Those who form part of the worshipping community in Church; 

 Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of Church; 

 Those from other Christian traditions, or none; 

 Those from other faith backgrounds. 
 
It will be an educational activity or experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain. 
 
Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement.  It is an integral part of school life and 
central to the Catholic tradition. 
 
The Aims of Collective Worship 
 
We believe that collective worship in our school community will provide opportunities for all pupils 
and staff: 
 

 To contemplate the mystery of God 

 To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 

 To explore personal beliefs 

 To respond to and celebrate life 

 To experience a sense of belonging and to develop community spirit 

 To develop a common ethos and shared values 

 To enrich religious experience 

 To grow in liturgical understanding and development 

 To pray using prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 

 To reinforce positive attitudes 

 To participate fully 

 To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to’ 
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Principles 
 
All acts of worship in St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School will: 
 

 Give glory and honour to God; 

 Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of our school and its distinctive Catholic character; 

 Enable pupils to develop skills so that they can prepare, organise and lead worship; 

 Give pupils positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and family 
backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. Celebrations will be 
appropriate to the age and groupings of the children. 

 
Planning, content and celebration 
Collective Worship is planned following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons, Come and 
See, feast days, the curriculum, the Wednesday Word and significant dates e.g. CAFOD during Lent 
Parish Priests and parents are invited to participate in celebrations. A variety of prayer styles will be 
used appropriate to the age of the children and the occasion.  
 
Collective worship in our school may follow the pattern or variation of the pattern detailed below; 
 
Gathering – how we come together, the setting, the environment (quiet / reflective music, lighted 
candles, statues, sign of the cross, sitting in the shape of a cross or heart, turning to face the prayer 
table, focus and examination of conscience etc); 
 
Listen – a reading from the Scriptures (or another suitable source), breaking the word, time to reflect 
on this and prayers to fit into the theme; 
 
Respond – a ritual movement that everyone can join that fits with the theme (art, discussion, prayer 
stones, gestures such as shaking hands, holding hands, lighting a candle, prayers, responses to 
prayers, etc). 
 
Go Forth – the sending out from the celebration, giving the children something to hold on to from the 
experience of the liturgy that they can take into their daily lives – eg prayer card, use of music, piece 
of Scripture, quotation from Scripture. 
 
Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Masses are celebrated on Holy days of Obligation, at the beginning and end of each term, and at Harvest 
time.  All classes are part of a ‘Buddy’ system where they get together with other classes and KS (Year 
6 & EYFS / Year5 & Year 1 / 4I & 3C & 2A / 4L & 3H & 2A  Each ‘buddy group’ holds Masses during Lent 
to which parents and governors are invited. 
 
First Holy Communion Celebration Mass is held at the end of June to which parents, catechists and the 
wider community are invited.  This takes place on the field weather permitting. 
 
The Learning environment 
 
All children have access to a liturgy box in the classroom. This contains religious artefacts that support 
the children in focusing during their quiet and reflective prayer times. Children set up the liturgy box 
or prayer table at the beginning of class liturgies and RE lessons. All children across the school have 
access to the prayer tables and the class display will reference the Come and See topics.  
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In both key stages there are prayer areas available for children to use with adults and Liturgy leaders.   
 
Retreats 
Our Liturgy Leaders from Years 4 – 6 attend a retreat day at St Wilfid’s in Hailshamalong with our 
Deanery schoold led by our school Chaplain Fr Barry and our Collective Worship and Spirituality lead. 
This enables them to share ideas across different schools and have some training on leading class 
liturgies to take back to their classes. Year 6 classes have a retreat in the summer term.   
 
Policy Monitoring and Review 
 
At St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School, it is the overall responsibility of Governors in 
consultation with the Head Teacher, to ensure that the legal requirements are met and opportunities 
for collective worship are being delivered. The Foundation Governors in particular will play a most 
important role. Those responsible will ensure that acts of worship are in accordance with the school’s 
trust deed and consistent with the rites and practices of the Catholic Church. 
 
This policy is monitored by the Subject Leaders for Religious Education and is evaluated and reviewed 
every two years.  
 
 
Right of Withdrawal 
 
In accordance with East Sussex County Council policies, parents have a right to withdraw their 
children from acts of worship.  However, our Admission Policy states that the very nature of our 
school encourages parents and children to be part of the collective worship and ethos. As part of our 
general conditions for admission, the governors expect that parents applying for places for their 
children will accept and uphold the Catholic character and ethos of the school. Nevertheless, the 
School fully respects the beliefs of parents and children from all denominations and faith 
backgrounds. Children are taught respect and tolerance for others and there is a provision on the 
Religious Education programme for the study of different faiths. 
 
The Role of the Subject Leader for Religious Education and Collective Worship 
 
The Subject Leader will be responsible for: 
 

 Ensuring that collective worship takes account of the religious and educational needs of all 
who share in it and is rooted in the Catholic teachings; 

 Organising themes for worship; 

 Training Liturgy Leaders 

 Assisting the Governors and Head Teacher in carrying out their legal responsibilities with 
regard to collective worship. 

 Develop staff confidence and expertise e.g. through modelling different prayer styles. 
 
 
Planning, recording monitoring and evaluating 
 

 Maintaining and developing effective procedures and documentation 

 Observing Acts of Collective Worship and providing feedback 

 Informing the Head Teacher of standards and developments in Collective Worship 
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Communication 
 

 Communicating to members of the school community the significant and content of Collective 
Worship 

 Reporting to and consulting with the Governors and Head Teacher regarding matters of 
concern and development 

 Acting as consultant to colleagues 

 Encouraging positive attitudes towards Collective Worship 

 Communicating with parents, Governors and the Parish community 

 Liaison with the Diocesan Education Service at the St Philip Howard Centre 
 
 
Professional Development/Ongoing information 
 

 Leading and organising in-service training and ongoing information for Collective Worship 

 Attending appropriate in-service courses, reporting back and leading staff training 

 keeping up to date by personal reading 
 
Resources 
 

 Evaluating existing resources 

 Developing the resources available for Collective Worship including visual aids, artefacts, 
drapes, music, visitors, leaders, new and relevant books and posters etc. 

 Budgeting efficiently 
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Appendix 1: 
 
The following formal prayers are taught:  
                                                                     O My God You Love Me – Morning Prayer 
                                                                     Bless us us O God             - Lunchtime Prayer  
                                                                     God Our Father                 - Afternoon Prayer 
 
Morning Prayer 
 
O my God, you love me, 
You are with me night and day. 
I want to love you always, 
In all I do and say. 
I’ll try to please you Father. 
Bless me through the day, Amen. 
 
 
Lunch Time Prayer 
 
Bless us, O God, as we sit together, 
Bless the food we eat today. 
Bless the hands that make the food, 
Bless us, O God, Amen. 
 
 
 
End of the day Prayer 
 
God our Father, I come to say, 
Thank you for your love today. 
Thank you for my family, 
And all the friends you give to me. 
Guard me in the dark of night, 
And in the morning send your light, 
Amen.  
 
Teachers and children are also encouraged  to  make up their own informal prayers  for use at these 
times.
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Appendix 2 
 
A guide to leading classroom and whole school worship 
 

 Think of a total time of 15 minutes (approx) depending on the content, but include: 
 

 Some time for thinking 
 

 Some time for sharing 
 

 Sometime for listening 
 

 Some time for stillness and quiet reflection 
 
Use a focus that the children will learn to recognise and respect the lighting of a candle, a vase of 
flowers, a picture, a sculpture, a shell or other natural object. 
 
Learn to use quiet time, through stillness and guided meditation. 
 
Keep the session short and simple. Use some of the following with your Liturgy Leaders: 
 

 A short passage of scripture 
 A story, poem or piece of literature 
 A picture, poster or slide 
 A prayer, perhaps with a simple ritual 
 A hymn or song which the children come to know well 
 A personal account or event or experience in your own life 
 Music 
 Relative stillness and quiet 

 
Invite the children to reflect on the content of the worship, either individually or as a small group. For 
all scripture readings ask: 
What do the readings tell us about Jesus? 
What do the readings tell us about God’s way? 
 
Consider ways to encourage an emotional response to scripture through reflection and mediation – 
words, poems, art and music. Allow time for discussion and reflection. 
 
Use music to begin or end (or both). 
 
A well organised classroom act of worship may lead pupils into a quiet creative activity such as 
writing, drawing or painting. 
 


