
What is Good 

Attendance? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being late for school reduces 

learning time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make every minute count 

What can you do to help? 

If you suspect that your child may be 

missing school or is unhappy at school, 

you should contact the school as soon 

as possible so that you can work with 

them to resolve any difficulties.  

Make sure your child understands that 

you do not approve of them missing 

school, but be on the alert for any 

particular reasons for non-attendance, 

such as bullying or problems with school 

work and discuss these with the school.  

If your child is ill or absent for any other 

reason, contact the school on the first 

day of absence.  

Follow the school’s procedures for 

notifying absence, and always let the 

school know of any days that your child 

is unable to attend.  

Make sure your child arrives at school 

on time for both the morning and 

afternoon sessions.  

Take an interest in your child’s 

education. Ask them about their day 

and praise and encourage their 

achievements at school.  

Co-operate with any support, such as a 

Parenting Contract offered by the 

school or Local Authority. 
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EVERY 

DAY 

COUNTS 



The Better the Attendance, The 

Greater the Achievement! 

School’s Commitment 

Most parents want their children to get on 

well in life. Nowadays, it is more important 

than ever to have a good education 

behind you if you want opportunities in 

adult life. Children only get one chance at 

school, and your child’s chances of a 

successful future may be affected by not 

attending school or alternative provision 

regularly. 

 Work in partnership with you to 

promote good behaviour and 

excellent attendance 

 Provide a positive and nurturing 

learning environment where your 

child can thrive 

 Offer your child a broad and 

balanced curriculum which is 

suitable for their age and ability 

 Keep you informed of your child’s 

progress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Attendance Matters… 

When your child misses school, they 

miss important opportunities to… 

 

 

 

The Law  

The Education Act 1996 requires parents to 

ensure their children of compulsory school 

age receive efficient full-time education.  

The law says that parent/carers whose 

children of compulsory school age are 

absent from school without a good reason 

are committing an offence.  

A fixed penalty notice of £60 or £120 can 

be given for a student who has 10 

unauthorised sessions (am and pm count 

as separate absences) from school in a 

term.  

Penalty notice fines will be given for: 

 Holidays in term time – 10 sessions 

(5 school days) or more 

 Unauthorised absences – 10 

sessions (5 school days) within 10 

school weeks 

 Unauthorised lateness – if a pupil 

arrives at school after the register 

has closed 10 times in 10 school 

weeks 

 A combination of unauthorised 

absence and lateness  

You need to be aware that, although 

parents may provide a reason for absence, 

it is the school who decides if the absence 

is recorded as authorised or unauthorised. 

 


