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We journey and grow in
the light of Christ

all things are possible

Matthew 19:26




Introduction

At St Thomas a Becket Catholic

Primary School, Art and design is regarded as a fundamental part of children’s learning.
We aim to provide the children with a creative and rich environment that allows them
freedom of expression through artistic activities and challenges them to utilise a wide
variety of practical skills. Throughout the school learning follows both the 2014
government curriculum and our progression of key skills document to ensure that
progress is made from EYFS to year 6.

Intent

At St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary our curriculum has been designed to promote art
as a driver for creativity and individual expression. We aim to promote cross curricular
links, using Art as a lens through which to view history, scientific progress and cultures
around the world. In turn we encourage all our teachers to think creatively about how
they teach other topics and allow the children opportunities to learn through creating
wherever possible. We strive to make sure that children are exposed to a wide variety of
artists that promote the diversity that is so important to our school and in the summer
our art focusses heavily on our local coastal area. As always, our Catholic ethos permeates
everything we do, from the kindness and respect with which we expect children to
evaluate and comment on each other’s work to our topics relating to climate change, fair
trade and sustainability which emphasis our responsibility to take care of the wonderful
world god has made us. Our children are justly proud of their work and we give them
opportunities to share their progress with parents every year through our Festival of Arts.
It is important to us that children take ownership of their learning and as such we
regularly conduct pupil voice on Art, Design and Technology. Our hope is to inspire
children to think creatively, have confidence in their skills and develop both a love of art
and an individual style as they progress through the school.

Implementation
At St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary we aim for all children to love art, be able to
discuss it and give their opinions respectfully, be able to evaluate their own work and
grow in skill year on year. We support our young artists by:

e Employing a specialist PPA teacher who works with each class every other term

e Relating Art to their wider learning journey every term.

e Encouraging all staff to teach other subjects in a creative manner whenever
possible, particularly through our termly rich texts. In Terms 5 and 6 our focus as a
school is on thinking like an artist and teachers are expected to create lessons that
support this.

e Creating a strong curriculum and progression of skills so that staff know what their
children have learned in previous years and how they can improve.

e Choosing artists to introduce the children to that reflect both history and diversity.



e Engaging with the community for wider opportunities such as participating in
Eastbourne’s Inspiring Angels project.

e Allowing our children to use a large variety of equipment stored in our KS1 and
KS2 hubs.

e Engaging with the Artsmark Programme to improve our school still further and
continue promoting Art across the school and the local community.

e Supporting SEN and EAL student to access art lessons through use of Widgit, task
planners and other measures.

e Using ongoing formative assessment and verbal feedback to support all learners in
line with our school approach to Assessment For Learning.

e Fostering pupil voice through yearly surveys and through the election of arts
ambassadors to help support art lessons and collate the views of their fellow
students to give feedback on art in the school.

How we teach Art and design

In our Early Years Foundation Stage classes we follow the guidelines set out in the
Foundation Stage curriculum. Art and design is taught as often as possible, as it is used
heavily to support and enrich topic work. At present, children in Key Stage 1 have an hour
and a half every week for one half term, alternating with an hour and a half of IT a week
in the other half term. This is currently taught by our specialist PPA teacher. In Key Stage
2, children have at least an hour of art every week for one half term, alternating with an
hour and a half of IT a week in the other half term. This is currently taught by our
specialist PPA teacher. The school will follow the 2014 National Curriculum Programmes
of Study as set out below.

Early Years Foundation Stage

Before embarking on KS1 work, children in our Reception classes have opportunities to

find out and learn about the world they live in. These skills and experiences are drawn

from the Foundation Stage curriculum guidance file. They include:

e Exploring colour, texture, shape, form and space in natural and made objects,
including resources from different cultures and in their environment.

e Being stimulated to think about and respond to what they see, touch and feel, in
different ways.

e Using their imagination and expressing ideas, thoughts and feelings through the use of
widening range of materials and suitable tools for designing and making.

e Being imaginative and creative and making connections between one area of learning
and another.

When learning Art and design in Key Stage 1 our children are taught:

e to use arange of materials creatively to design and make products



e to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences
and imagination

e to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture,
line, shape, form and space

e about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making
links to their own work

When learning Art and design in Key Stage 2 our children are taught:
e to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and
revisit ideas

e toimprove their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting
and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]

e about great artists, architects and designers in history.

(Taken from the National Curriculum Program of Study, 2014)

Personal, social and health education (PSHE)

Art and design contributes to the teaching of some elements of personal, social and
health education and citizenship. The children discuss how they feel about their own work
and the methods and approaches used by others.

Health and Safety

The school is responsible for teaching Art and design in a healthy and safe environment
with reference to appropriate risk assessments for activities likely to incur possible risk.
The teaching staff are responsible for the supervision of activities such as cutting, printing
work and mixing of media. Any faulty equipment is to be reported to the subject leader
and or the caretaker in the first instance.

Resources

Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of design and
technology across the school. Classrooms have a range of resources, with some larger
items being stored in a central location.

Inclusion

Lessons and activities are planned to include all children by using a range of approaches.
This includes questioning, use of equipment and mixed ability grouping to enable children
to offer peer support. We aim to ensure that all children are treated as individuals and
have equal access to the art curriculum. We present and receive information in a variety
of forms to cater for children with EAL and SEN with a focus on using Widgit online.

Teaching



Teaching should relate directly to the aims and objectives of the lesson and incorporate a
variety of methods. Approaches need to be related to the topic itself and to the abilities
and experience of our children.

Monitoring
Throughout the school, Art is monitored by regular book looks, data analysis, whole

school pupil voice and a review of the learning environments. The subject leaders carry
these out.

Cross curriculum learning

We use a skills based cross-curricular approach to teaching and learning using objectives
taken from the National Curriculum. We teach Art skills as an integral part of topic work.
To facilitate our objectives different teaching styles and methods are used as appropriate.
These include small group and individual work.

Assessment

Our assessments include the following as appropriate:-

e Looking at a child’s recorded work i.e. drawings, paintings, prints e.t.c

e Individual discussion.

e Listening to the children’s ideas as they discuss between themselves.

e Group discussions

e Observing the children’s skills in Art and design

e Record the progress that children make by assessing the children's work against the
learning objectives for their lessons. At the end of a unit of work, teachers make a
judgement against the learning objectives.

Progression
From Reception to Year Six, the children will have had experience of a rich and varied art

curriculum, which draws on and enhances topic or Learning Journey work in a way that
gives purpose and meaning to work undertaken.

By the end of Year Six it is hoped that the children will be able to evaluate and form an
opinion of their own work and others’. They will be able to use a range of techniques and
processes in a variety of ways, and will have developed skills in using these different
methods and materials.

Impact
Providing an Arts rich curriculum, fosters and nurtures the young, successful artists of the

future. We have already seen an improvement in our Data with a higher percentage of
SEN and EAL children performing at expected or greater depth than in previous years. Our
books have been favorably compared to others at art leader moderations, particularly in
regards to our topic pages, learning pages and cross curricular links. With regular art



lessons taking place our cross curricular links are reinforcing children’s understanding or
their learning journey. The ongoing assessment of children’s learning is enabling us, as a
community, to develop firm, confident artists.

The role of the Art and designh subject leaders

Ensure teachers are familiar with the 2014 Primary National Curriculum and help them
to plan lessons, if necessary.

Lead by example in the way they teach across the school

Discuss with the Headteacher the progress, areas for development and resources for
Art in the school

Monitor planning, assessment and children’s work across the year groups, three times
ayear

Keep up-to-date by attending courses

Provide support for all who teach Art and so improve the quality and continuity of Art
teaching and learning throughout the school.

use pupil voice and monitoring to develop an action plan for Art and Design with
realistic and developmental targets



