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Rationale 
 
Our school is a special place.  It is a Catholic school and thereby has a distinctive nature.  In it we, as a staff, seek to 
address ourselves to the development of the whole child with their spiritual growth at its centre.  Our school forms 
a community based on love and care for the individual in which the Gospel values give direction and meaning to all 
the community's activities.  This is a unique environment in which a child may grow as a whole person. 
 
Mission Statement 
 
We aim to create an atmosphere of faith and trust in the love of God. Through our teaching and by example, we 
aim to develop positive attitudes towards others and love and respect between people. 
 
We at St. Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School affirm the Catholic ethos by fostering and developing the faith 
communities of our schools, parishes and home. 
 
Together we journey and grow in the light of Christ.  
 
We believe that together we: 
Grow in Faith and Love, 
Grow in Trust and Prayer, 
Grow in Respect and Kindness, 
Grow in Friendship and Forgiveness. 
 
We know that with God all things are possible. 
 
Moral Development 
 
Moral development, like spiritual development cannot be defined by one simple statement. It involves several 
elements:- 
 

 The will to behave morally as a point of principle, an attitude fundamental to moral development 

 Knowledge of the codes and conduct agreed by society 

 Knowledge and understanding of the criteria put forward as a basis for making responsible judgements on 
moral issues 

 
A moral issue is defined as; an issue involving people in making a decision on the basis of what is right and wrong. 
Children need to know the difference between right and wrong, so that moral behaviour becomes an instinctive 
habit.  
 
Personal morality combines the beliefs and values of individual, those of the social, cultural and religious groups to 
which they belong and the laws and customs of the wider society. 
 
School values should be expected to include moral absolutes, such as: 

 Telling the truth 

 Keeping promises 

 Respecting the rights and property of others 

 Acting considerately towards others 

 Taking personal responsibility for one's actions 

 Self-discipline 
 
In school, we should reject: 

 Bullying 

 Cheating 

 Deceit 
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 Cruelty 

 Irresponsibility 

 Dishonesty 
 
Our positive behaviour policy supports this value system which enables children to form their own judgement in 
deciding where the boundaries lie for acceptable behaviour. 
 
Growth Mindset 
 
We believe in supporting children to develop a positive image of themselves by reminding them that they are all 
special, unique and made in the image of God. We use RHSE lesson time, assemblies and other opportunities 
throughout the year, as well as this positive behaviour policy, to support children to develop a Growth mindset and 
develop positive learning behaviours. By developing a growth mindset children learn to see intelligence as 
something they can grow, they embrace challenge, persist in the face of setbacks, see effort as the way and learn 
from their mistakes and feedback. This results in children being more reflective about their own learning 
behaviours and be able to reflect on these and positively change them over time. The positive learning behaviours 
we wish to encourage and teach all children to develop as part of the curriculum are: to ‘have a go’; perseverance; 
curiosity; cooperation; imagination; enjoy learning; concentration; keep on improving your work. 
 
Aims 
 
Religious Education is inclusive and is for all. We must take account of the religious and educational needs of each 
child, understanding that we are offering a programme to children from a wide range of commitment. 
 
Through RE, children will:- 
 

 Explore the beliefs, values and way of life of the Catholic tradition and through this deepen their 
understanding, enrich their faith life and develop their spirituality. 

 Have opportunities for celebration, prayer and reflection so that they are stimulated to engage in a search for 
personal meaning in life 

 Develop a language of religious experience to acquire literacy in religious activities, stories, places, symbols, 
rituals, people and objects. 

 Be enabled to celebrate their learning and to respect the convictions of others, accepting the challenge to 
examine their own life stance, religious attitudes, values and practices 

 Adopt a variety of praying styles 

 Reflect on their relationship with God. 
 
Objectives 
 
The Religious Education programme used by St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School and the Diocese of 
Arundel and Brighton is "Come and See". This programme is based on the theological foundations of the Second 
Vatican Council, the Catholic Catechism and the revised RE Curriculum Directory; it offers children the opportunity 
to search, explore, to discover and to respond. It looks at the religious dimension of questions about life, dignity 
and purpose within the Catholic tradition. It links children’s own experiences with universal experience and 
experience of other faith traditions. 
 
It is important to remember that for some of our children, school may be their first and perhaps only, experience 
of church; others may be from different Christian traditions or faith backgrounds and all need to be able to access 
the curriculum. 
 
Come and See is based on the documents of the Second Vatican Council; Dei Verbum, Gaudium et Spes, Lumen 
Gentum and Sacrosanctum Concilium, which are explored throughout the programme, developing in depth and 
detail as the scheme progresses. It is developed through three themes:  

 The Church,  
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 Sacrament, 

 Christian Living.  
 
The basic question for each term is explored through three kinds of theme, each theme relating to one of the 
key dimensions of religious and Christian faith:- 

 Community of faith – Church 

 Celebration in ritual – Sacraments  

 Way of life – Christian living 
 
Each theme is explored through different topics in each year group. 
 
The R.E. Curriculum 
 
At St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School we follow a whole school approach, the whole school exploring 
each religious theme through topics which progress on from each year group, at the same time following a one-
year cycle as developed in the "Come and See" programme. 
 
From September 2022 the new RECD will be taught in Early Years.  The RED covers 6 branches as follows: Creation 
and Covenant, Prophecy and Promise, Galilee to Jerusalem, Desert to Garden and To the Ends of the Earth. 
 
Autumn 
 Domestic Church: Family     Baptism/Confirmation: Belonging Advent/Christmas: Loving 
 
Year 1 Families           Belonging    Waiting 
Year 2 Beginnings          Signs and Symbols    Preparing 
Year 3 Homes          Promises     Visitors 
Year 4 People          Called    Gift 
Year 5 Ourselves          Life choices    Hope 
Year 6 Loving          Vocation and commitment   Expectations 
 
Spring 
 Local church: Community    Eucharist: Relating    Lent/Easter: Giving 
 
Year 1 Special people         Meals    Change 
Year 2 Books         Thanksgiving    Opportunities 
Year 3 Journeys         Listening and sharing    Giving all 
Year 4 Community         Giving and receiving    Self discipline 
Year 5 Mission         Memorial sacrifice    Sacrifice 
Year 6 Sources          Unity    Death and new life 
 
Summer 
 Pentecost: Serving         Reconciliation: Inter-relating  Universal Church: World 
 
Year 1 Holidays/Holydays                    Being sorry    Neighbours 
Year 2 Spread the word         Rules    Treasures 
Year 3 Energy         Choices    Special places 
Year 4         New life                                  Building bridges            God’s people 
Year 5         Transformation      Freedom and responsibility                 Stewardship 
Year 6         Witness       Healing     Common good 
 
 
Judaism 
Early Years  Hanukkah 
Year 1  Abraham and Moses 
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Year 2  Shabbat 
Year 3  Synagogue 
Year 4  Torah 
Year 5  Passover 
Year 6  Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur 
 
Islam 
Early Years Special days/rituals – Prayer mats 
Year 1  Stories – Muhammad 
Year 2  Prayer/home – Prayer at home 
Year 3  Places for worship – The mosque 
Year 4  Holy Books – The Qur’an 
Year 5  Beliefs and festivals – Ramadan and pilgrimage 
Year 6  Belonging and values – Guidance for Muslims 
 
Come and See Scheme.  
 
"Come and See" identifies three elements of the process of Religious Education:- 
 

1. Search - Explore – This is the introduction to the topic where the children’s life experience is explored, 
the questions it raises are wondered at, shared, investigated and their significance reflected upon.  

2. Revelation – Reveal – This is the heart of the programme where knowledge and understanding of the 
Catholic faith is revealed through the Word, in Scripture, Tradition, doctrine, prayers, rites and 
Christian living.  

3. Response – Respond – This is where the learning is assimilated, celebrated and responded to in daily 
life.  

 
Planning for Progress 
 
The Interim Standards take account of the ages and stages of development of children in our school.  The content 
is arranged so that progression in what the children learn about and learn from is clear. Driver words are used 
across the key stages to support with progression of skills this enables clarity in what progression looks like from 
one phase to the next in each of these discrete skills areas. Cross-curricular links are established wherever possible. 
Year groups plan together, ensuring continuity across both classes. 
 
Prayers 
 
Prayers to which children will have been introduced in Reception, Years One and Two are: 
Our Father 
Hail Mary 
Grace at meals 
The Sign of the Cross 
Morning prayer 
Night prayer   
 
Simple responses: 
The Lord be with you; And with your Spirit;  
Lord hear us; Lord graciously hear us. 
Sign of peace  
Eucharistic Prayers for Children 
Phrases from Psalms 
Simple litanies 
 
Prayers to which children will have been introduced in Years 3 - 6 
All those listed above and also: 
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Parts of the Gloria 
Glory be 
Simple Act of Contrition 
Blessings 
Simple examination of conscience. 
The Rosary 
The Way of the Cross 
Eternal rest 
Penitential rites 
Lord have mercy 
Offertory Prayers 
Eucharistic Prayers 
Holy, Holy 
Lamb of God 
Rite of dismissal 
Act of Contrition 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
More phrases from the psalms 
Litany of the saints 
 
R.E. Displays 
 
Backing paper/border should reflect the current liturgical season, key words for the topic and key questions (at 
least two) should be displayed together with an appropriate central focus such as a poster. 
 
Within the first two weeks of each topic, children’s responses to the key questions should be evident on or near 
the display (e.g. post-it note answers, Advent prayers and promises). 
 
RE display should always reflect current topic and be changed on time. 
 
Marking 
 
Teachers are encouraged to use instant verbal feedback where possible. The use of one developmental comment 
may be used during the Reveal section of the topic and children are encouraged to respond using green pen, this 
will include the use of Big Questions to stimulate higher order thinking skills.  
In Early Years and Key Stage one comments will be recorded showing the children’s responses to the practical 
activities they have completed.  
In Key Stage Two, good practice of Developmental Marking is shared for reference. Otherwise, marking following 
our feedback and marking policy is used since it is not possible always to write developmental comments. 
 
Assessment  
 
The Assessment is an end of year expectation  annotated examples of pupil and student work that exemplify each 
Age-Related Standard an indication of how the Interim Age-Related Standards is to be used to measure progress 
for data tracking purposes and pupil feedback 
 

 The standards in the A & B End of Year document are based on the End of Phase standards statements that 
focus on RE skills but have been linked to the skills ladder to differentiate the depth of skill.  

 
 Each year group has been carefully linked to ‘Driver Words’ that  teachers are already used to with the 

addition of:  working towards age related; at/ within age related; working above age related. 
 

 Neither End of Phase or the End of Year document covers all the content of Religious Education Curriculum 
Directory or Come and See. 
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 Pupils meeting the different standards within the framework have a broader range of knowledge and skills 
than those being assessed 

 
Teachers  assess pupils’ work in line with their Diocesan and school’s assessment policy. 

 Teachers  base their judgement on a broad range of evidence, which will come from day-to-day work in the 
classroom.  

 
 Teachers may also consider a single example of a pupil’s work to provide evidence for multiple statements 

and vice versa.  
 

 It is a ‘Topic’ assessment rather than individual assessed pieces of work  
 

 At the end of the year and/or phase teachers  make a judgement against the Standards based on their own 
continual assessments of pupils’ work and record in manner that is in-line with other core subjects in our 
school. 

  
 Teachers should use their professional skills in making  judgements for each pupil. 
 Teachers should use their professional discretion in making such judgements for each pupil and be able to 

justify these during school, Deanery, Diocesan and national moderation.  
 

 
Moderation Evidence includes evidence taken from:  

 Staff records based on observations;  
 witness statements from other people;  
 pupils’ written work;  
 discussions, debates, proposals and conclusions;  
 comments or commentaries from pupils; VF 
 artwork/artefacts created by pupils;  
 annotated photographic evidence – dance/drama/music/ hot-seating  

 
 
Raising Attainment in R.E. 
 
Teachers are required to identify challenging questions during the planning process and record them on their 
plans.  Such questions can then be used during lessons to focus higher level thinking for higher prior attaining 
children. 
 
High attaining children are expected to respond in writing in their books to challenging  
(developmental) questions and to take a key role in writing Class Liturgies. 
 
R.E. Subject leader 
 
The role of the RE Curriculum Subject Leader is to oversee the delivery of the RE curriculum and monitor the 
standards, ensuring that 10% of our curriculum time is devoted to RE, and giving support and advice when and 
where it is needed. The Subject leader gives a lead in all areas of RE and help to ensure that the school retains its 
distinctively Catholic nature. 
 
The RE Subject leader also monitors all teachers assessments at least three times a year.  
 
Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 
 
During this academic year children from across key stage 2 will be involved in sacramental preparation for the 
sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion.  
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Year 3 teachers, together with the Head Teacher, make every effort to attend the First Communion Masses (as well 
as one of the First Reconciliation Services) in each parish to support the children. The school prepares a First Holy 
Communion Thanksgiving Mass, to which parents and catechists are invited. 
 
Penitential Services are held during Advent and Lent and led by individual classes and individual confessions are 
offered for Years 5 and 6 during Advent, and for Years 3 and 4 during Lent. 
 
 


